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Every day, law enforcement officers risk their lives fighting to keep our 

streets and communities safe from drugs, violence, and gang activity.  Each 

year, our nation pauses during National Police Week to honor and remember 

the officers who have died in the line of duty.  Drug buys, reverse stings, and 

surveillance, as well as a host of other law enforcement activities, put the lives 

of law enforcement officers in jeopardy.  With more than 900,000 sworn law 

enforcement officers in the United States, greater care must be taken to protect 

these men and women.  Law enforcement entities must provide officers with 

appropriate tools, resources, and support to perform their jobs in a safe 

environment.  

The Regional Information Sharing Systems, or RISS, is a nationwide 

information sharing and investigative support program that provides secure 

communications and investigative services to thousands of law enforcement 

agencies.  RISS consists of six regional centers that serve the needs of their 

individual regions while working together on national-scope issues.  RISS serves 



local, state, federal, and tribal criminal justice agencies as well as public safety 

agencies in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, U.S. territories, Australia, 

Canada, England, and New Zealand. 

RISS interconnects law enforcement and public safety agencies and 

provides information sharing resources and investigative support to combat 

multijurisdictional crimes, including terrorism, violent crime, gang activity, drug 

activity, human trafficking, identity theft, and other regional priorities. 

RISS offers diverse and unique services, facilitates rapid exchange of 

information, and provides secure, nationwide information and intelligence 

sharing capabilities while promoting officer safety.  RISS recognizes the 

importance of ensuring the safety of all law enforcement officers and, in an 

effort to further enhance officer safety, developed the RISS Officer Safety Event 

Deconfliction System (RISSafe). 

Event deconfliction is a critical and necessary component for helping to 

ensure officer safety.  Often, investigative efforts such as undercover operations 

create the potential for conflict between agencies or officers who are 

unknowingly working in close proximity to each other or who may be 

coordinating an event on the same suspect at the same time.  In either 
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situation, agencies or officers may interfere with each other’s cases, causing 



investigative efforts to be disrupted or, worse, causing officers to be 

unintentionally hurt or killed. 

The use of an officer safety event deconfliction system allows for 

controlled and secure monitoring of these operations and the immediate 

notification of affected parties when conflicts are identified.  It also offers the 

opportunity for improved information sharing among agencies. 

In 2007, RISS received grant funds from the U.S. Department of Justice, 

Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), to support the development and deployment 

of RISSafe. 

RISSafe provides a secure environment for an authorized agency officer 

or staff member to enter operational information into the RISSafe application in 

an effort to warn officers of potential conflicts between law enforcement 

operations from various agencies.  Officers or appropriate staff can enter into 

RISSafe both law enforcement events and noncriminal events that may impact 

operations or officer safety. 

Staff members assigned to RISSafe Watch Centers monitor operations 

and events in designated geographic regions for operational conflicts.  When a 

conflict is detected, the application alerts the RISSafe Watch Center staff by 
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activating an audible and visible alarm.  A staff member of the RISSafe Watch 



Center takes ownership of the conflict and, in turn, notifies all appropriate 

agency contacts.  This identification and notification process helps to ensure 

officer safety during operations that are unknowingly occurring in the same 

geographical area during a similar time period. 

RISSafe is available either by calling a RISSafe Watch Center or by 

accessing the RISS Secure Intranet, known as RISSNET, which employs state-of-

the-art Internet technologies to safeguard and provide fine-grained access 

control to resources. 

RISS has also developed additional officer safety resources, including the 

RISS Officer Safety Website, which serves as a nationwide repository for 

information related to officer safety. 

RISSafe and the RISS Officer Safety Website have been recognized as 

important components of the U.S. Attorney General’s Law Enforcement Officer 

Safety Initiative.  These resources, along with the other components of the 

program, including the VALOR initiative and Bulletproof Vest Partnership, are 

integral in helping to create a safe environment for our officers. 

RISSafe is not an intelligence database; there is no criminal predicate 

required to enter an event.  However, when entering an event in RISSafe, 
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officers may include additional information, such as subject, vehicles, and gang 



data.  After data is entered into RISSafe, a capability exists to send event 

information data elements to RISSIntel.  Data that is sent from RISSafe is placed 

in a queue in RISSIntel for review by RISS Center intelligence staff.  After 

review, only data from RISS member agencies that meets 28 Code of Federal 

Regulations Part 23 is added to RISSIntel. 

RISSafe has experienced a number of successes.  Thousands of 

operations have been entered and conflicts have been identified.  On average, 

three identified conflicts result from every ten operations entered into RISSafe. 

Here’s what’s being said about RISSafe— 

“The RISS Centers have greatly enhanced officer safety by 

identifying known violent offenders and serving as a deconfliction 

system to help prevent undercover operations from overlapping.  

The NNOAC believes that through this system of deconfliction, the 

RISS Program has prevented officer injuries and deaths that might 

otherwise have occurred.  The RISS Centers are essential in 

providing a safer work environment for our nation’s law 

enforcement officers.” 

“RISS services are the basis of our department’s information 
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and intelligence-led policing efforts and also provide the critical 



deconfliction component vital to the safety of our officers in the 

field.” 

“This resource has greatly enhanced our ability to work 

seamlessly with large agencies, has increased officer safety through 

deconfliction, and has, at times, provided the missing piece to the 

puzzle.” 

RISSafe is a unique and valuable tool.  It is easy to use and enables 

officers to quickly submit event information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

RISSafe provides immediate feedback regarding possible conflicts and is 

available to all law enforcement agencies.  Through BJA funding, there is no 

cost for users to register, access, or utilize RISSafe. 

For more information about the RISS Program, contact your in-region 

RISS Center or visit www.riss.net.  Here, you will learn more about how your 
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agency can benefit from the services offered by RISS and how RISSafe and the 

RISS Officer Safety Website can help enhance the safety of law enforcement 

officers across the country. 

http://www.riss.net/

