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Regional Information Sharing Systems 

Overview CD Transcript 

Introduction 

 

The Regional Information Sharing Systems, or RISS, is an innovative nationwide program 

that supports law enforcement and criminal justice efforts to combat crime and terrorism.  

RISS consists of six regional centers that provide information sharing and investigative 

support services to local, state, federal, and tribal law enforcement and criminal justice 

agencies in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, U.S. territories, Australia, Canada, 

England, and New Zealand. 

 

RISS offers diverse and unique services, facilitates rapid exchange of information, and 

provides secure, nationwide information and intelligence sharing capabilities.  RISS links 

thousands of criminal justice agencies and provides information sharing resources and 

investigative support to combat multijurisdictional crimes, including violent crime, gang 

activity, terrorism, drug activity, cybercrime, human trafficking, identity theft, and other 

regional priorities.  RISS helps enhance the ability of criminal justice agencies to identify, 

target, and remove criminal conspiracies and activities while promoting officer safety. 

 

Operating RISS’s programs, services, and technology initiatives requires a number of critical 

components and hundreds of professionals.  The six RISS Centers, which were established 

between 1973 and 1981, serve the needs of their respective regions, while working 

together on nationwide issues. 

 

The Bureau of Justice Assistance administers the RISS Program. 

 

The RISS Centers have developed operating policies and procedures that comply with the 

federal guidelines and regulations.  In addition, RISS has adopted a privacy policy and 

strongly encourages all law enforcement agencies to adopt appropriate and clearly defined 

privacy and security safeguards to manage collection, retention, and dissemination 

activities. 
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RISS approves agencies applying for RISS membership.  This process is critical to ensuring a 

trusted network of users as well as the integrity of the information sharing process and the 

RISS network.  Member agencies maintain ownership and control of their shared data.  

RISS also offers programs that are available to all law enforcement, such as the RISSGang 

Program. 

 

Each RISS Center has a policy board composed of law enforcement officers from member 

agencies in the center’s multistate region.  Policy boards provide direction affecting center 

policy, operations, and administration.  Each center has a Director who is responsible for 

implementing the center policy board’s directives and managing overall center activities. 

 

Each RISS Center Director and the chair of each RISS Center’s policy board serve on the 

RISS National Policy Group, or RNPG.  The RNPG is responsible for strategic planning, 

resolution of operational issues, advancement of information sharing, and decision making 

affecting the six RISS Centers, the nationwide organization, service delivery, member 

agencies, and related partners.  While RISS is congressionally funded and has a nationwide 

presence, it is managed and operated locally. 

 

The RISS Centers employ personnel with expertise in intelligence, analysis, law 

enforcement, field support, and information technology. 

 

Through RISSNET, authorized users are able to access the RISS Criminal Intelligence 

Databases (collectively known as RISSIntel), the RISSGang Program, the RISS Automated 

Trusted Information Exchange (known as RISS ATIX), the RISS Officer Safety Event 

Deconfliction System (known as RISSafe), and the RISSLeads Bulletin Board.  Other 

resources include the RISSLinks data-visualization tool, the RISS Center Websites, and 

secure e-mail.  RISSNET also serves as a secure communications infrastructure for numerous 

state and federal systems and resources. 

 

In addition to technology and secure communications capabilities, RISS provides 

investigative support services, including analytical support, investigative research services, 

equipment loans, confidential funds, field staff support, training, and publications 

development. 
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RISS continually strives to strengthen existing relationships while seeking new partnerships 

that leverage proven technology and expand information sharing.  For example, RISSNET is 

one of four Sensitive But Unclassified networks participating in an interoperability initiative 

under the auspices of the White House and the PM-ISE. 

 

In addition, RISS partners with a number of fusion centers across the country.  RISS 

connects fusion centers to RISSNET and integrates RISS services and tools into fusion center 

operations. 

 

RISS also supports a number of information sharing programs and initiatives.  RISS’s 

partnerships and efforts have resulted in an unprecedented level of information and 

intelligence sharing. 

 

RISS services and resources directly benefit law enforcement officers and criminal justice 

professionals.  This support has resulted in trusted relationships, a network prized among its 

users, and a comprehensive and universal program. 

 

For more information about the RISS Program, contact your in-region RISS Center or visit 

www.riss.net. 


