
NESPIN IMPACT IN 

Connecticut 

In FY2016— 

113 Member Agencies 

8,307 Sworn Personnel Served 

661 Officers From 177 Agencies Attended Trainings 

for a Total of 3,897 Hours 

1,303 Total Requests for Research/Assistance and 

4,782 Investigative Database Searches

RISS Initiatives
As threats to our nation continue to emerge, law enforcement at all levels of government 
must have the ability to quickly and securely access critical information and intelligence.    
RISS is an innovator and leader in providing this capability.  Examples of RISS’s efforts 

include: 

Nationwide Partnerships:  RISS serves more than 1,055 federal law enforcement agencies 

and partners with numerous criminal justice organizations to expand information sharing 

capabilities across the country.

Officer Safety Event Deconfliction: The three nationally recognized event deconfliction 

systems—Case Explorer, RISSafe, and SAFETNet—have been integrated using the 
Partner Deconfliction Interface (PDI), a solution developed by the event deconfliction 

partners.

Secure Cross-Domain Federated Search:  RISS is in the process of developing a 

capability that will enable its sensitive but unclassified (SBU) partners to search across 

domains using a tool that resides in their own domain and securely “talks to” each partner 

system. 

Law Enforcement Identity Vetting:  RISS is completing a project that will enable law 

enforcement officers from any agency to request a secure, vetted identity from RISS.  This 

project will create an online process that will streamline law enforcement agencies’ registration 

for accounts.

RISS Support for Narcotics (Including Opioid) Investigations:  The RISS 

“all-crimes” approach is ideal in supporting law enforcement.  The RISS structure and 

service-delivery model is a “one-stop shop” and enables officers to obtain timely access to 

critical information and investigative support that aids their efforts and keeps them safe.

Northeast Field-Based Integration and Coordination Plan:  This plan focuses on partner 

resources that are available in crisis-state situations, such as the Boston Marathon bombing. 

RISS is participating in these discussions and has identified its investigative and analytical 

services, intelligence research assistance, information sharing, situational/threat awareness, 

and special events as areas that RISS can contribute to the plan.

Northeast Fusion Center Intelligence Project:  Under this project, RISS has connected 23 

intelligence systems (mostly fusion centers) to the RISS Criminal Intelligence Database 

(RISSIntel), which provides for real-time, online federated search across multiple connected 

systems.

Connecticut Leadership for NESPIN 
In addition to federal monitoring, NESPIN is governed by a policy board composed of 

one state and one local representative from each member state. In Connecticut, these 

leadership positions are held by the following NESPIN members: 

Chief Gary MacNamara  

Fairfield Police Department 

100 Reef Road 

Fairfield, CT 06824 

(203) 254-4840

Colonel Alaric Fox  

Connecticut State Police  

1111 Country Club Road  

Middletown, CT 06457-2389 

(860) 685-8233

alaric.fox@ct.gov gmacnamara@town.fairfield.ct.us

www.riss.net/Impact

The Regional Information 

Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 

federal, and tribal criminal 

justice agencies by providing 

adaptive solutions and 

services that facilitate 

information sharing, support 

criminal investigations, and 

promote officer safety. 

The New England State 

Police Information Network     

(NESPIN), one of six RISS 

Centers, began providing 

services to its regional 

member agencies in 1980.  

NESPIN’s region consists of: 

• Connecticut

• Maine

• Massachusetts

• New Hampshire

• Rhode Island

• Vermont

• Eastern and

Maritime Canada

Since 1980, the number of 

criminal justice agencies 

benefiting from NESPIN 

services has grown to more 

than 971 agencies. 
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Connecticut State Police Statewide Narcotics Task Force 

Intelligence Research Services 

A detective trooper with the Connecticut State Police Statewide Narcotics Task Force 

contacted the NESPIN intelligence research staff to request information on a particular 

address in a prescription narcotics sales case. The NESPIN staff provided resident 

information on an address in an effort to identify the suspect known only initially by a 

first name. A name appearing on the resident list confirmed the true name of the 

suspect. Controlled purchases of prescription narcotics were made. Probable cause for 

a search warrant was established. Upon execution of the warrant, the target was 

arrested.  Items seized in this investigation included almost 400 prescription pill—
including OxyContin, codeine, and Seroquel, valued at $10,000; one .40-caliber pistol 

with 7 rounds; one .357 revolver with 15 rounds; one .22-caliber rifle; one .40-caliber 

pistol with 58 rounds; one .22-caliber revolver; one 9mm pistol with 7 rounds; one 

.45-caliber pistol with 17 rounds; one 9mm pistol with 10 rounds; one 12-gauge 

shotgun; one .30-caliber military-style carbine; dozens of rounds of ammunition of 

different calibers; and $797.

Stonington Police Department 

RISS Property and Recovery Tracking System (RISSProp) 

The Stonington Police Department had three incidents of burglaries reported during a 

short period of time. In one instance, a camera was stolen. The officers utilized RISSProp 

to discover the camera was sold by a suspect at a pawnshop in New Haven. This 

discovery led the officers to query sales made by the suspect and his girlfriend. As a 

result, the officers discovered stolen property from each burglary that was either sold by 

the suspect or his girlfriend. This led to interviews that implicated two other parties. 

While most of the jewelry had already been sent to a refinery, the camera was recovered 

and returned to the owner. In addition, discoveries through RISSProp located other items 

that had been sold by the suspect which connected him to crimes in other towns and led 

to the recovery of a stolen laptop computer. In total, $50,000 in jewelry and other goods 

had been stolen. As a result of this investigation, four people were arrested and charged 

with multiple counts of burglary and larceny-related charges regarding their involvement 

in this string of burglaries. 

Amtrak Police–Connecticut 

RISSProp/Equipment Services 

A NESPIN field representative trained an Amtrak police detective on the available 

RISS/NESPIN services. During the training, there was a discussion regarding ongoing 

random thefts from a Meriden rail yard that resulted in the loss of 14 commercial track 

batteries valued at $5,500. The detective requested a NESPIN Global Positioning 
System (GPS) RF tracking system and a surveillance camera to assist with these 

Testimonials 

“The NESPIN specialist was able 

to provide resident information 

on an address. As always, thank 

you for assisting with great 

information.” 

—Trooper Richard Van Tine 

Statewide Narcotics Task Force 

Connecticut State Police 

“Within 24 hours of the shooting, 

we had an arrest warrant for our 

suspect, and that would not have 

been possible if it weren’t for the 

rapid and accurate information 

provided by the NESPIN 

specialist. I just cannot say 

enough how much I appreciate 

the great help we get from 

NESPIN.” 

—Detective Shawn Fairbrother 

Wallingford Police Department 

“Using the intel and surveillance, 

probable cause for four search 

warrants and two arrest warrants 

was eventually established. The 

subjects, both convicted felons 

and one with a previous arrest for 

murder, were later arrested on 

active narcotics warrants. Two 

individuals present during the 

executions of the search warrants 

were also arrested. Again, thank 

you for always coming through.” 

—Trooper Richard Van Tine 

Statewide Narcotics Task Force 

Connecticut State Police 

Examples of Successes in Connecticut 

larcenies.   The first night the equipment was deployed, the detective received an electronic message that the GPS tracker, which 
he had concealed in a battery, had begun moving.  Local police officers were notified, and observed two subjects stealing 
numerous commercial batteries, including the battery with the GPS tracking device, near the edge of the rail yard.  Both suspects 
were apprehended after a foot chase and motor vehicle stop and charged with multiple felonies.  During the course of the 
follow-up investigation, the Amtrak detective identified a third suspect involved who will be the subject of an arrest warrant.  In 
addition, the Amtrak detective used the RISSProp database to determine that two of the subjects arrested had recently sold several 
of the stolen batteries at a New Haven vendor. The Amtrak detective was very appreciative of the assistance provided by 
NESPIN, stating “Every single service NESPIN provided to us resulted in a tremendous benefit in solving this crime.  I will 
definitely be using NESPIN in future investigations.”  




