
NESPIN IMPACT IN 

Massachusetts 

In FY2016— 

410 Member Agencies 

20,431 Sworn Personnel Served 

2,396 Officers From 570 Agencies Attended Trainings 

for a Total of 22,810 Hours 

1,530 Total Requests for Research/Assistance and 

6,743 Investigative Database Searches  

RISS Initiatives 

As threats to our nation continue to emerge, law enforcement at all levels of government 

must have the ability to quickly and securely access critical information and intelligence.  

RISS is an innovator and leader in providing this capability.  Examples of RISS’s efforts 

include: 

Nationwide Partnerships:  RISS serves more than 1,055 federal law enforcement agencies 

and partners with numerous criminal justice organizations to expand information sharing 

capabilities across the country.

Officer Safety Event Deconfliction: The three nationally recognized event deconfliction 

systems—Case Explorer, RISSafe, and SAFETNet—have been integrated using the 

Partner Deconfliction Interface (PDI), a solution developed by the event deconfliction 

partners.

Secure Cross-Domain Federated Search:  RISS is in the process of developing a capability 

that will enable its sensitive but unclassified (SBU) partners to search across domains using a 

tool that resides in their own domain and securely “talks to” each partner system.

Law Enforcement Identity Vetting:  RISS is completing a project that will enable law 

enforcement officers from any agency to request a secure, vetted identity from RISS.  This 

project will create an online process that will streamline law enforcement agencies’ registration 

for accounts.

RISS Support for Narcotics (Including Opioid) Investigations:  The RISS “all-crimes” 

approach is ideal in supporting law enforcement.  The RISS structure and service-delivery 

model is a “one-stop shop” and enables officers to obtain timely access to critical information 

and investigative support that aids their efforts and keeps them safe.

Northeast Field-Based Integration and Coordination Plan:  This plan focuses on partner 

resources that are available in crisis-state situations, such as the Boston Marathon bombing. 

RISS is participating in these discussions and has identified its investigative and analytical 

services, intelligence research assistance, information sharing, situational/threat awareness, 

and special events as areas that RISS can contribute to the plan.

Northeast Fusion Center Intelligence Project:  Under this project, RISS has connected 23 

intelligence systems (mostly fusion centers) to the RISS Criminal Intelligence Database 

(RISSIntel), which provides for real-time, online federated search across multiple connected 

systems. 

Massachusetts Leadership for NESPIN 

In addition to federal monitoring, NESPIN is governed by a policy board composed of 

one state and one local representative from each member state. In Massachusetts, these 

leadership positions are held by the following NESPIN members: 

Colonel Richard McKeon 

Massachusetts State Police 

470 Worcester Road 

Framingham, MA 01701 

(508) 820-2350

richard.mckeon@massmail.state.ma.us

Chief James Hurley 

Leicester Police Department 

90 South Main Street 

Leicester, MA 01524 

(508) 892-7009

hurleyj@leicesterpd.org

www.riss.net/Impact

The Regional Information 

Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 

federal, and tribal criminal 

justice agencies by providing 

adaptive solutions and services 

that facilitate information 

sharing, support criminal 

investigations, and promote 

officer safety. 

The New England State 

Police Information Network     

(NESPIN), one of six RISS 

Centers, began providing 

services to its regional member 

agencies in 1980.  NESPIN’s 

region consists of: 

• Connecticut

• Maine

• Massachusetts

• New Hampshire

• Rhode Island

• Vermont

• Eastern and

Maritime Canada

Since 1980, the number of 

criminal justice agencies 

benefiting from NESPIN 

services has grown to more 

than 971 agencies. 

mailto:richard.mckeon@massmail.state.ma.us
mailto:hurleyj@leicesterpd.org


 

Cambridge Police Department

Analytical Services 

The Cambridge Police Department contacted the NESPIN analytical staff for  
assistance during the investigation of a suspect for daytime breaking and entering.  
The NESPIN staff reviewed and analyzed cell phone tower data records obtained after  
the serving of a search warrant for the suspect. The results of the analysis were  
provided in court, and the defendant pled guilty, receiving a 2½-year sentence with 

three years of probation, at the Middlesex County House of Corrections.

Uxbridge Police Department

Digital Forensics Services

The Uxbridge Police Department was contacted by an individual for assistance in 
getting into his locked vehicle, and the officer noticed heroin, Narcan, pills, and needles  
in plain view inside the vehicle. The man was arrested, and a search warrant was issued 
for his phone. NESPIN’s digital forensics staff extracted all information pertaining to 
the sale of heroin, including the call logs, contacts, text messages, voice mails, pictures, 

and videos. Several messages of possible evidentiary significance with references to 

heroin were recovered. Six digital video disks were provided to the department to 

review. The suspect pled guilty.

Townsend Police Department

Equipment Services

The Townsend Police Department opened a narcotics distribution case and requested a 

pole camera from the NESPIN equipment staff. The lead investigator on this case 

advised a NESPIN field representative that one suspect had been arrested and as a result 

of the arrest, a search warrant was issued and an undisclosed amount of illegal narcotics 

was seized, along with $150,000 in U.S. currency. This case has now developed into a 

multijurisdictional investigation, with several potential additional suspects under 

investigation. The investigator advised this case started at the local level and has now 

developed into a federal drug trafficking case. Investigators believe that more arrests 

and seizures of currency and narcotics are imminent.

Springfield Police Department

RISS Property and Recovery Tracking System (RISSProp)

Detectives with the Springfield Police Department arrested a subject as a fugitive from 

justice from Mississippi and for burglary and stolen property offenses. During the 

arrest, officers recovered an unlicensed 9mm handgun, a mobile police scanner, and 

assorted burglarious tools. The investigation began through a cooperative effort 

between the Glastonbury, Connecticut, Police Department and the Springfield Police 
Department in which several items from a burglary in Glastonbury were recovered 

through the use of RISSProp. At the time of the suspect’s arrest, officers had recovered 

hundreds of pieces of high-end and costume jewelry and other items, valued at 

approximately $25,000. It is believed that this suspect committed numerous burglaries, 

possibly in Connecticut, upstate New York, and Massachusetts, since he was known to 

have frequented these areas prior to his arrest. The property is being held as evidence 

at the Springfield Police Department. The suspect was driving a gray Chevy pickup 

with a Massachusetts registration in his girlfriend’s name to help conceal his identity. 
In addition, the suspect is a known sex offender and was not registered at the address 
in which he was residing. 

Testimonials 

“NESPIN digital forensics was 

very helpful in obtaining evidence 

from the cell phone. This case has 

been resolved, as the suspect pled 

guilty and is currently at the Bristol 

County House of Corrections. I 

was very pleased with the 

assistance provided by the 

analyst.” 

—Detective James Casey 

Rehoboth Police Department 

“If it weren’t for NESPIN 

providing the pole camera, we 

would never have caught the guy 

and seized the evidence. We are at 

the federal level with this case 

because of the pole camera that was 

on loan to us from NESPIN.” 

—Detective David Phillips 

Townsend Police Department 

“Without the NESPIN resource 

and the information, photos, and 

data contained within the NESPIN 

database, my investigation would 

have been much more difficult and 

may not have resulted in criminal 

charges. This series of events is 

evidence that NESPIN and the 

employees at NESPIN are 

invaluable resources to the law 

enforcement community. Thanks 

to NESPIN and their team.” 

—Detective James Godino 

Sherborn Police Department 

“The RISSProp database is a great 

asset and, without a doubt, led 

detectives to solving this case.” 

—Detective George Driscoll 

Plymouth Police Department 

Examples of Successes in Massachusetts 




