
NESPIN IMPACT IN 

Vermont 

In FY2016— 

51 Member Agencies 

2,261 Sworn Personnel Served 

79 Officers From 56 Agencies Attended Trainings 

for a Total of 381 Hours 

922 Total Requests for Research/Assistance and 

2,257 Investigative Database Searches 

RISS Initiatives 

As threats to our nation continue to emerge, law enforcement at all levels of government 

must have the ability to quickly and securely access critical information and intelligence.  

RISS is an innovator and leader in providing this capability.  Examples of RISS’s efforts 

include: 

Nationwide Partnerships:  RISS serves more than 1,055 federal law enforcement agencies 

and partners with numerous criminal justice organizations to expand information sharing 

capabilities across the country.

Officer Safety Event Deconfliction: The three nationally recognized event deconfliction 

systems—Case Explorer, RISSafe, and SAFETNet—have been integrated using the

Partner Deconfliction Interface (PDI), a solution developed by the event deconfliction 

partners.

Secure Cross-Domain Federated Search:  RISS is in the process of developing a capability 

that will enable its sensitive but unclassified (SBU) partners to search across domains using a 

tool that resides in their own domain and securely “talks to” each partner system.

Law Enforcement Identity Vetting:  RISS is completing a project that will enable law 

enforcement officers from any agency to request a secure, vetted identity from RISS.  This 

project will create an online process that will streamline law enforcement agencies’ registration 

for accounts.

RISS Support for Narcotics (Including Opioid) Investigations:  The RISS “all-crimes” 

approach is ideal in supporting law enforcement.  The RISS structure and service-delivery 

model is a “one-stop shop” and enables officers to obtain timely access to critical information 

and investigative support that aids their efforts and keeps them safe.

Northeast Field-Based Integration and Coordination Plan:  This plan focuses on partner 

resources that are available in crisis-state situations, such as the Boston Marathon bombing. 

RISS is participating in these discussions and has identified its investigative and analytical 

services, intelligence research assistance, information sharing, situational/threat awareness, 

and special events as areas that RISS can contribute to the plan.

Northeast Fusion Center Intelligence Project:  Under this project, RISS has connected 23 

intelligence systems (mostly fusion centers) to the RISS Criminal Intelligence Database 

(RISSIntel), which provides for real-time, online federated search across multiple connected 

systems. 

Vermont Leadership for NESPIN 

In addition to federal monitoring, NESPIN is governed by a policy board composed of 

one state and one local representative from each member state. In Vermont, these 

leadership positions are held by the following NESPIN members: 

Colonel Matthew Birmingham Chief Trevor S. Whipple 
Vermont Department of Public Safety South Burlington Police Department 
45 State Drive 19 Gregory Drive 
Waterbury, VT 05676-0850 South Burlington, VT 05403 
(802) 244-8718 (802) 846-4155
matthew.birmingham@vermont.gov twhipple@southburlingtonpolice.org

www.riss.net/Impact 

The Regional Information 

Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 

federal, and tribal criminal 

justice agencies by providing 

adaptive solutions and services 

that facilitate information 

sharing, support criminal 

investigations, and promote 

officer safety. 

The New England State 

Police Information Network     

(NESPIN), one of six RISS 

Centers, began providing 

services to its regional member 

agencies in 1980.  NESPIN’s 

region consists of: 

• Connecticut

• Maine

• Massachusetts

• New Hampshire

• Rhode Island

• Vermont

• Eastern and

Maritime Canada

Since 1980, the number of 

criminal justice agencies 

benefiting from NESPIN 

services has grown to more 

than 971 agencies. 

matthew.birmingham@vermont.gov
twhipple@southburlingtonpolice.org


While monitoring the camera at its second location, a male was observed sitting in his vehicle who appeared to be 

engaged with illegal drug use. Again while monitoring the camera from a cruiser, the officer was able to walk up on the male 

still seated in his vehicle. He was in the process of smoking crack cocaine. Ultimately a bundle (ten bags) of heroin and 

1.2 grams of crack cocaine was recovered and this subject was arrested. 

During surveillance via use of the camera, another substantial illegal narcotics dealer was identified in Williston.  This case is 

currently on-going and again adopted by the DEA. 

Manchester Police Department

Intelligence Research Services

An officer with the Manchester Police Department contacted the NESPIN intelligence research staff to request assistance in 

locating a felon with an extraditable warrant for grand larceny. The officer had previously contacted NESPIN about the 

suspect, a career criminal who stole a shotgun valued at $89,000. The officer asked the NESPIN staff to disseminate the theft-

related information on the NESPIN website. The suspect had been arrested and made bail, then failed to appear in court. A 

warrant was issued for his arrest in New England. Authorities in San Diego County, California, also had a nationwide 

extraditable warrant for him. The NESPIN staff provided further addresses in Florida and a Florida identification card 

picture, as well as an address in Boston, Massachusetts, under one of the identities the suspect had assumed. Through the 

perseverance of the officer, who had different police agencies investigate addresses supplied by the NESPIN staff, the suspect 

was arrested in Miami at the address listed on the Florida identification card. The suspect is currently being held on a fugitive 

warrant out of state, with an extradition hearing scheduled. 

Testimonials 

“The use of the camera was a 

success and I look forward to 

working with NESPIN in the 

future!” 

—Officer Travis J. Trybulski 

Williston Police Department 

“I just wanted to inform you that 

[suspect] was arrested this morning 

in Florida at the address you 

provided me. Without your help, 

we could not have had this 

outcome. This is definitely a 

success story for NESPIN.”  

—Detective Anthony Carroccio 

Manchester Police Department 

Williston Police Department

Equipment Services

The Williston Police Department began investigating a subject for 

substantial heroin sales at several locations around town, most significantly 

a particular convenience store. After many complaints from employees about 

deals occurring in the parking lot, NESPIN was contacted and a pole camera 

was obtained. The primary target in this investigation was monitored, and then 

the camera was moved to a different location. The primary target and case 

were adopted by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), and the 

target was arrested. He is currently in jail awaiting trial, and as he has served 

previous federal time is potentially looking at 10 years to serve. During the 

period of time the camera was in use, many drug transactions were observed 

and vehicles identified. It is anticipated more arrests will be made.

In parallel to the primary target and during monitoring of the camera, a 

separate individual was identified who had a suspended operator's license. While 

monitoring the camera from a cruiser, the officer was able to initiate a motor 

vehicle stop on the subject. Subsequently, this person chose to cooperate with 

police and provided information that directly led to the arrest of a drug dealer in a 

neighboring town and the seizure of 971 bags of heroin, 13.5 grams of cocaine, 

and $1,250 cash. 

Examples of Successes in Vermont




