
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

Winfield Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Child Sex Crimes: A 35 -year- old man in Clintwood, Virginia, who 
transmitted obscene text and images to whom he thought was an 
underage girl in Winfield, was arrested and faces a multitude of 
charges, including proposal of a sexual act with a child, two counts 
of exposing genitalia to a child, and two counts of using an electronic 
device attempting to commit a sexual act with a minor. The suspect 
had used a phone number that he obtained from a social media site, 
thinking it belonged to a female minor. He actually texted the child’s 
mother, who quickly grew suspicious and continued to respond to the 
suspect while turning over the cell phone to Winfield police officers. 
Three investigators responded to hundreds of text messages during the 
following two days, documenting the evidence of obscene material. The 

ROCIC IMPACT IN
Alabama

Alabama Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of the 
14 states in the ROCIC region. In Alabama, these leadership positions 
are held by:

Board Member: 
Sheriff John Samaniego
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office
(205) 669-4181

Board Proxy: 
Major Ken Burchfield
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office
(205) 669-4181

Examples of Successes in Alabama
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In FY2016 —
222 Member Agencies

10,724 Sworn Personnel Served
1,326 Officers and Personnel Trained
6,652 Intelligence Database Inquiries

2,810 Intelligence Database Hits
729 Requests for Information on 1,089 Targets

1,459 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered
86,146 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated

497 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned



Testimonials

Examples of Successes in Alabama
online suspect suggested two locations in Winfield where 
the parties could meet. There was no reason to believe 
that the suspect had ever been to Marion County, but he 
had apparently performed enough homework on the area 
to make a suggestion. After being consulted, the ROCIC 
intelligence research staff returned subscriber information 
that identified the suspect, who was arrested in Virginia by 
the Dickenson County Sheriff’s Department. The Winfield 
Police Department noted that without the assistance of 
ROCIC and the fast and accurate information provided, the 
case could not have been closed in such a timely manner.

Huntsville Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Bank Robbery: The Huntsville Police Department 
investigated a local bank robbery and turned to ROCIC 
because it suspected that the perpetrator was not a local 
person. The ROCIC intelligence research staff produced 
a photograph and identifiers for the suspect in a timely 
manner, which was extremely helpful, since the suspect 
had robbed a pharmacy and a convenience store just days 
after the bank robbery. The chief investigator noted that 
had they not been able to identify him in a timely manner, 
quickly get the warrants, and ultimately arrest him, there 
is no telling how many more robberies he might have 
committed (or if he would have ever been identified), as 
he was in their area from Chicago, Illinois, visiting with a 
grandmother.

Falkville Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Child Endangerment: The Falkville Police Department used ROCIC surveillance equipment to conduct a buy 
operation during an investigation into illegal activities at a house occupied by seven adults and two boys, 
ages five and six. The children were exposed to meth, marijuana, prescription medications, pornography, 
alcohol, and other forms of abuse. Police officers made a controlled buy from the children’s stepfather, who 
was arrested for unlawful distribution of a controlled substance. The Falkville officers executed a search 
warrant on the residence and served felony warrants on the six other adults for chemical endangerment of a 
child. The Alabama Department of Human Resources was notified, and the children were removed from the 
residence and placed with suitable extended -family members. The ROCIC equipment documented the illegal 
drug activity and ensured the safety of undercover law enforcement officers.

“This sharing of information works!”
—Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office

 
“Without the valuable service provided by 
ROCIC, I likely would never have known about 
the similarities between the Shelby County case 
and mine in Jefferson County.”

—Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office

“The outstanding work of the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff saved us countless hours of research 
in locating these victims and advancing our 
criminal case. One arrest has already been made, 
and I anticipate more as we work to unravel this 
criminal enterprise.”

—Winfield Police Department

“You can’t beat the response or the timely 
outcome achieved by the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff.”

—11th Judicial District Attorney’s Office

“We have only been members of ROCIC for a few 
years, but membership has provided dividends 
for us many times already.”

—Winfield Police Department

(More Successes on Next Page)
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Gadsden Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Stolen Property: At the request of the Gadsden Police Department, ROCIC disseminated a flyer describing 
the theft from a local dealership of three zero-turn lawn mowers valued at $30,000. The Calhoun County 
Sheriff’s Office received and reviewed the flyer; their sergeant in charge of investigations was driving home 
that day and observed the stolen mowers on a trailer. He made a traffic stop and recovered the stolen mowers, 
proving without a doubt that the sharing of intelligence information really works for law enforcement.

Winfield Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Identity Theft: The ROCIC intelligence research staff quickly provided the Winfield Police Department with 
contact information on ten identity -theft victims located in Prattville, Northport, Centreville, and Tuscaloosa, 
whose location previously had been unknown. Talking to the victims led to the common denominator   — a 
conspirator in Montgomery, who was obtaining names and identity information from a car dealership in 
Tuscaloosa by using an employee of a cell phone carrier store in Winfield to obtain three phones and lines in 
each stolen identity’s name and providing those activated phones to a coconspirator in Tuscaloosa.

Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office
Information Sharing Services
Burglary: The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office (JCSO) investigated a commercial burglary in which the 
suspects smashed out a brick wall with a sledgehammer. One suspect had worn the mask of a television 
character. Ten days later, the JCSO investigator received a bulletin from ROCIC regarding a burglary being 
investigated by the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office. The burglary involved two suspects, one wearing the 
mask of a television character, and a sledgehammer was used to gain entry into a food store. The suspects 
were apprehended and charged with third -degree burglary, theft, and criminal mischief.

Opelika Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Credit Card Skimming: The Opelika Police Department asked ROCIC to disseminate the surveillance photo 
of a suspect who had installed a credit card skimmer on an automated teller machine (ATM) at a local 
bank and removed it the next day. Shortly thereafter, the investigator was advised by the Oneonta Police 
Department that the suspect, who was a Romanian national juvenile from Georgia, appeared to be one of the 
suspects caught installing a skimmer in Oneonta. The group had stolen $30,000 in Opelika and $130,000 in 
Cullman with their scheme. Although the suspect has not yet been arrested, the identification of the suspect 
would not have been known without the assistance of ROCIC, as Oneonta is some distance from Opelika, 
and the Opelika police officers would not have been made aware of Oneonta’s video capture.

Cullman County Sheriff’s Office
Information Sharing Services
First -Degree Theft: The Cullman County Sheriff’s Office contacted ROCIC to disseminate information 
statewide about a theft case in which the victim had advertised a car for sale on an Internet marketplace. 
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During a conference call with the reputed buyer, the buyer used a credit card to deposit funds into the victim’s 
bank account. The victim met with the buyer’s son at a truck stop in Good Hope and relinquished the vehicle 
to him. Later, the victim’s bank notified him that the transaction was declined. Within an hour of contacting 
ROCIC, the Cullman County Sheriff’s Office received responses from six law enforcement agencies (the 
Alabama Law Enforcement Agency, the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, and the Hartselle, Demopolis, 
Tuscaloosa, and Gardendale police departments) that led to the identification of the suspect. An arrest warrant 
was issued for the theft of property in the first degree.

Madison County Sheriff’s Office
Information Sharing Services
Counterfeiting: The Madison County Sheriff’s Office used ROCIC resources to disseminate information 
about subjects passing counterfeit $50 bills with select serial numbers. In addition to receiving valuable 
information about the suspects and their method of operation from numerous law enforcement agencies, the 
Madison County investigators were able to track the suspects through several states. Crimes were committed 
by the suspects in Huntsville, Florence, and Opelika, Alabama, and in Shelbyville, Columbia, Adamsville, 
and Franklin, Tennessee. In addition, numerous bogus bills were passed in Montgomery and DeKalb County, 
according to the United States Secret Service. One witness said that the suspects passed numerous bogus 
bills in southern Mississippi and had planned to hit the northern part of that state before they got caught in 
Huntsville.

11th Circuit District Attorney’s Office–Florence
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Larceny: The investigator for the 11th Circuit District Attorney’s Office was conducting a “needle in a 
haystack” search for a theft suspect rumored to be in north Georgia, possessing no more identifiers than 
a common name, when he turned to the ROCIC intelligence research staff. Within a few hours, ROCIC 
provided a positive identification with a current address. The authorities in Georgia were contacted, and 
within hours the suspect was taken into custody. Using ROCIC resources saved investigators valuable time 
in their investigations.

Alabaster Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Fraud: The Alabaster Police Department used ROCIC information sharing resources to link a fraud suspect 
to several other cases in other jurisdictions and hand the case up to federal authorities. A female purporting 
to be a doctor was preying on patients with Stage 4 terminal cancer by offering them hope and assistance and 
stealing thousands of dollars from them. After contacting ROCIC, investigators learned of similar complaints 
filed against the suspect in Hoover.  Authorities with the United States Postal Inspection Service, the Internal 
Revenue Service, and the Social Security Administration were notified of the suspect’s crimes, and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation subsequently took charge of the case. The suspect broke several federal 
laws in several states with her horrible scam. The suspect will be charged with first -degree theft of property, 
aggravated identity theft, passport fraud, tax evasion, and money laundering. She has a federal hold on her in 
Arkansas for conducting similar scams.
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Vestavia Hills Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Counterfeiting: Investigating a counterfeiting suspect, the Vestavia Hills Police Department detective recalled 
an ROCIC bulletin from the Mountain Brook Police Department regarding a similar case. The two suspects 
in the photos appeared to be the same person. The Vestavia Hills detective contacted the Mountain Brook 
investigator, who had identified his suspect, and obtained updated information. The victim in Vestavia Hills 
was then able to positively identify the suspect from a photo lineup. Four warrants for first- degree criminal 
possession of a forged instrument were obtained.

Pelham Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Robbery: The Pelham Police Department (PPD) investigated the robbery of a gas station along Interstate 
65 in which they had no leads other than suspect and vehicle descriptions. Using ROCIC to disseminate 
the criminal intelligence information, the Pelham investigators were contacted by the Vestavia Hills Police 
Department (VHPD), which had apprehended the suspect while committing another robbery. The PPD could 
not have identified the suspect nor connected the crimes without the help of ROCIC. The suspect was charged 
with first -degree robbery by the PPD, as well as by the VHPD and the Birmingham Police Department.

Mountain Brook Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Identity Theft: Investigative case information distributed statewide by ROCIC was crucial in assisting the 
Mountain Brook Police Department in solving an identity theft case. Within 24 hours, the suspect was 
identified by the Vestavia Police Department as the suspect in a similar case there. The suspect was already in 
custody under a $250,000 bond.  He is a Cuban national and part of a three- man team that had been skimming 
credit card information from gas pumps in Shelby and Jefferson Counties.

Mountain Brook Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Vehicle Theft: Within 12 hours of ROCIC disseminating a bulletin regarding a vehicle theft, the Mountain 
Brook Police Department received an e -mail from the Homewood Police Department identifying the suspect. 
Within 24 hours of dissemination, the Mountain Brook Police detective interviewed the suspect, obtained a 
confession, and served a first -degree theft-of-property warrant. These two agencies are in close proximity to 
each other, but without ROCIC’s involvement, they would not have been in contact.


