
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

ROCIC IMPACT IN
Florida
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Examples of Successes in Florida

(More Successes on Next Page)

In FY2016 —
137 Member Agencies

56,715 Sworn Personnel Served
6,932 Intelligence Database Inquiries

3,784 Intelligence Database Hits
1,215 Requests for Information on 1,829 Targets
463 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered

108,338 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated
157 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned

Florida Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of the 
14 states in the ROCIC region. In Florida, these leadership positions 
are held by:

Pensacola Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Officer Safety: ROCIC disseminated a bulletin regarding a couple 
who had committed robberies in Missouri, Alabama, and Florida and 
had taken a hostage in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, who was subsequently 
released. The ROCIC information was disseminated by the Criminal 
Investigations Division to officers and detectives in Pensacola. 
The next evening, the suspects committed a home invasion, false 
imprisonment, and grand  theft auto in Pensacola while fleeing from the 
Florida agencies, including the Santa Rosa County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Escambia County Sheriff’s Office, and the Pensacola Police Department. 
A short time later, a stand off occurred in Santa Rosa County involving 
another home invasion during which the male suspect was killed and 
the female suspect was taken into custody. Because of the intelligence 
report dissemination from ROCIC, the officers had advance knowledge 



Testimonials

Examples of Successes in Florida

“Although a seemingly smalltime arrest, 
ROCIC’s quick response with the 
information that I requested assisted 
greatly with our investigation.”

—North Port Police Department

“Your professionalism and assistance 
during the investigation and trial were 
invaluable to the case.”

—Palm Springs Police Department

(More Successes on Next Page)

of the tremendous danger this couple presented. The information 
enhanced their response to the situation and provided critical 
officer safety details that prepared the officers/detectives during 
the highly volatile encounter. The intelligence provided by ROCIC 
likely prevented any officers from being seriously injured or killed 
and prepared them for the deadly encounter.

Palm Springs Police Department
Audio/Video Forensics
Drive -By Shooting: The analysis of surveillance videos and the 
mapping of cell phone records by ROCIC, in addition to courtroom 
testimony by two ROCIC intelligence research staff, were more 
than enough evidence for a jury in Palm Springs to deliberate for 
three hours and convict a pair of defendants charged with four 
counts of attempted first -degree murder. The judge sentenced the 
shooter to four life terms in prison. Sentencing for the driver of 
the suspect’s vehicle is pending. State prosecutors said that the work conducted by ROCIC and the personal 
testimony of the staff were crucial in obtaining the guilty verdicts. The crime was inexplicable, with no known 
motive. The gunman had opened fire with an assault rifle from a vehicle on four individuals who were talking 
outside of a Palm Springs nightclub at closing time. One man was paralyzed and the three others were also 
wounded. In the subsequent investigation, surveillance footage was obtained from a nearby business and 
records were obtained from the suspects’ cell phones. Analysis of the surveillance footage by the ROCIC 
audio/video staff positively identified the suspect as the shooter. Cell phone mapping analysis by the ROCIC 
staff positively linked the suspects to the crime scene.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Homicide: The Lee County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) was investigating a series of burglaries linked to gangs 
and narcotics. Armed with a list of potential suspects, investigators contacted the ROCIC intelligence research 
staff for comprehensive background reports on the subjects. At the same time, other LCSO investigators 
identified the suspect in a deadly drive -by shooting. They knew the shooter’s name but not his location, 
so they issued a be -on- the- lookout (BOLO) bulletin. The homicide suspect was also one of the suspects 
under scrutiny in the burglary cases. Alerted by the BOLO, the LCSO property crimes supervisor shared 
the information generated by ROCIC with his colleagues. The homicide suspect was quickly located and 
apprehended. As criminal investigators often discover, intelligence gained in one case can be very useful in 
others. It is a matter of connecting the dots   made easier by using ROCIC’s information sharing resources.

Hollywood Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Residential Burglary: A property crimes detective with the Hollywood Police Department (HPD) contacted 
ROCIC for assistance in locating the victim of a prolific burglar. A statement by the victim taken over the 
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phone had been deemed insufficient for prosecutorial purposes. The criminal case was going to be dismissed 
by the State’s Attorney’s Office if the victim did not file a notarized, sworn statement. Unfortunately, the 
victim had moved from Florida, and the detective was unable to locate her. Contacted by the HPD detective, 
the ROCIC intelligence research staff determined that the victim had remarried and changed her name. The 
ROCIC staff located the victim’s husband and then located the victim on a social media website. From this 
new information, the detective contacted the victim and obtained a sworn statement sufficient for use during 
the prosecution of the perpetrator. Felony criminal charges were filed against the suspect. An arrest warrant 
was issued, and the suspect was taken into custody.

North Port Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Narcotics: Officers with the North Port Police Department conducted surveillance on suspected narcotics 
offenders and observed a female who was believed to be a subject in an active arrest warrant from the 
Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office for failure to appear on a theft case. A computer check of local databases 
failed to produce any photos of the suspect, so positive identification could not be effected. The ROCIC 
intelligence research staff was contacted and quickly produced a photo of the suspect, resulting in a positive 
identification. The female suspect was taken into custody at a traffic stop and was found to possess prescription 
narcotic pills and syringes. She was charged with possession of a controlled substance and failure to appear. 
The male driver of the vehicle was arrested for traffic violations.

Bradford County Sheriff’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Drug Trafficking: The Bradford County Sheriff’s Office borrowed electronic surveillance equipment from 
ROCIC to document a months -long investigation into local drug trafficking. The sheriff’s office — a small, 
rural agency — could not otherwise afford to purchase or use such specialized equipment. As a result of the 
operation, three drug traffickers were arrested, seven drug cases were cleared, and ten additional suspects were 
identified. Seized during the operation were 80 grams of marijuana, 7 grams of crack cocaine, one firearm, 
and $2,320 in cash. The ROCIC equipment was used not only to document undercover narcotics purchases 
but also to ensure the safety of undercover law enforcement officers. The sheriff noted that his agency also 
avails itself of the ROCIC intelligence research staff and the intelligence analysts in their aggressive efforts 
to combat illegal drugs in its rural community.

Bradford County Sheriff’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Narcotics Trafficking: Lacking the proper equipment, the Bradford County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) contacted 
the ROCIC equipment staff to provide specialized surveillance gear for use in an undercover narcotics 
investigation, along with the expertise to properly utilize it. The ROCIC equipment was used not only to 
document the illegal narcotics trafficking activity necessary for a successful prosecution but also to ensure 
the safety of the deputies who were conducting the investigation. Using the information gathered through 
electronic surveillance, the BCSO deputies arrested three suspects and cleared seven arrest warrants and four 
narcotics cases. Fifteen additional drug traffickers were identified and will likely face arrest and prosecution 
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in the near future. Seizures included 17 grams of marijuana and illegally obtained prescription pills. The 
BCSO deputies have come to rely on the assistance of the ROCIC staff to conduct successful narcotics 
investigations. Once again, specialized technical equipment borrowed from ROCIC proved to be a critical 
element in a successful narcotics trafficking investigation.

Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Narcotics Trafficking: Detectives with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) conducted a narcotics 
smuggling interdiction investigation involving a parcel shipping company. Narcotics traffickers were using 
the parcel shipper to send packages that contained narcotics as part of their operations. The PCSO intelligence 
personnel contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff for investigative assistance in identifying the 
shipper of the illicit parcels. The ROCIC staff provided information that allowed the detectives to obtain 
an arrest warrant in this case, and the suspect was arrested. As a result of this investigation, three additional 
narcotics  smuggling suspects were also identified. The assistance provided by ROCIC was critical to the 
successful identification and arrest of the narcotics trafficker.

Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Narcotics Trafficking: During a narcotics investigation, an intelligence analyst with the Pinellas County 
Sheriff’s Office contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff to request assistance in obtaining an  
out -of- state driver’s license photograph to identify a suspect in a case who was a source of narcotics 
trafficking in the community. The driver’s license photograph provided by the ROCIC staff led to the positive 
identification of the suspect. Based on that positive identification, detectives obtained an arrest warrant for 
the suspect, who was subsequently taken into custody and charged with narcotics possession. At the time of 
the arrest, 2 grams of cocaine were seized. As a result of the arrest, two additional narcotics suspects were 
identified. Without the out -of- state driver’s license photograph provided by ROCIC, the case would not have 
been brought to a successful conclusion that resulted in the arrest of a narcotics dealer.


