
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

ROCIC IMPACT IN
Georgia

Board Member:
Sheriff John Cary Bittick
Monroe County Sheriff’s Office
(478) 994-7048

Board Proxy:
Director Vernon Keenan
Georgia Bureau of Investigation
(404) 244-2501

Examples of Successes in Georgia
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In FY2016 —
180 Member Agencies

18,624 Sworn Personnel Served
483 Officers and Personnel Trained

5,802 Intelligence Database Inquiries
2,153 Intelligence Database Hits

1,278 Requests for Information on 3,669 Targets
10,536 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered
81,814 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated

Georgia Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and proxy from each of the 
14 states in the ROCIC region. In Georgia, these leadership positions 
are held by:

Dade County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Child Rape/Molestation: The Dade County Sheriff’s Office contacted 
the ROCIC intelligence research staff to obtain information on a 
suspected child molester whose crimes spanned multiple years and 
victims from Maine to Georgia. The suspect had moved to Dade County 
and reportedly had been molesting a child victim for almost eight years. 
The investigator requested any information on the suspect that could 
possibly assist in reconstructing a history about the suspect or any 
possible older contacts who might assist in the investigation. As a result 
of the ROCIC information, the investigator located other victims and 
associates. Throughout the years, the suspect had molested and raped 
several girls while babysitting them or while dating their mothers. The 
suspect was convicted and received two life sentences, plus 20 years for 
six other charges.



Testimonials
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“ROCIC has helped me locate 
hundreds of witnesses for more 
than 20 years.”

—Fulton County  
District Attorney’s Office

“The team at ROCIC always 
responds swiftly and provides 
the information that assists 
us in getting what we need to 
prosecute our cases!”

—Fulton County  
District Attorney’s Office

(More Successes on Next Page)

Gwinnett County Fire Investigations Unit
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Arson: The Fire Investigations Unit of the Gwinnett County Fire and 
Emergency Services contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff 
for information to assist in identifying an arson suspect. The unit was 
investigating a suspicious fire at a vacated house, following a renter 
notice of eviction. Officers encountered barricaded doorways and 
blocked entrances and passageways in a residence in which the gas 
stove had been turned on, with no pilot light, and a bed mattress set 
on fire. The information received from ROCIC led investigators to 
the identification of the eldest son of the evicted tenant as the suspect. 
As a result, the fire investigators obtained 13 arrest warrants for the 
suspect — 11 for felony obstruction of firefighters, 1 for first -degree 
arson, and 1 for first -degree burglary.

Covington Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Robbery/Theft/Murder: The sharing and dissemination of criminal intelligence and law enforcement contact 
information was credited with assisting in the apprehension of two suspects in a robbery -and -theft spree 
that included the murder of one victim. The Covington Police Department (CPD) investigated a violent 
incident at a local shopping center parking lot that was caught on store surveillance cameras. Male and 
female suspects had approached the female victim, stolen her purse, pushed her to the ground, and then struck 
her with the stolen car from Virginia that they were driving. Contents of the purse were found in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Another violent theft had occurred in South Carolina. The ROCIC staff in Georgia and South 
Carolina shared intelligence information, which was subsequently forwarded to the news media and then 
aired. A motel clerk in Manchester, Tennessee, saw the TV coverage and recognized the suspects as a couple 
who were currently patronizing his motel. He notified police, and the suspects were arrested for their violent 
crimes. The investigators with the CPD credited ROCIC with helping stop the crime spree by disseminating 
information to multiple states in real time.

Forest Park Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Narcotics/Firearms Violation: The Forest Park Police Department received information that members of the 
Old Dixie Dollar gang were distributing illegal drugs in Forest Park, Clayton County, and the South Metro 
Atlanta area. Agents contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff and were provided with an intelligence 
report that led to the identification of a residence being used as a recording studio and owned by a relative 
of one of the suspects. This address had been previously unknown to agents. As a result, agents executed 
a search warrant at the location and seized marijuana, Ecstasy, a bullet -resistant vest, firearms, cash, cell 
phones, and additional evidence that linked other members of the gang. The Forest Park police officers 
obtained arrest warrants for two suspects.
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Bibb County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Sexual Assault:  An investigator with the Bibb County Sheriff’s Office was assigned a rape case in which 
there was little information about the suspect. The investigator contacted the ROCIC intelligence research 
staff for assistance in providing a social security number, a date of birth, and a driver’s license color photo, 
which assisted in obtaining a warrant for the suspect’s arrest. The information was provided to the U.S. 
Marshals Service to search for the suspect in the case.

Fulton County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Sexual Predator: The Fulton County District Attorney’s Office contacted the ROCIC intelligence research 
staff to assist in locating one of several victims of a sexual predator who had a history of incapacitating women 
with drugs and then raping them. Circumstantial evidence had been obtained for the current high -profile case 
involving the main victim, but testimony from prior victims was needed to establish a pattern of criminal 
behavior. Family and friends of one of the prior victims did not know her location; her father provided her 
last known telephone number. That same day, ROCIC returned the listing and address of the subscriber, a 
man who was living out of state with the prior victim. The investigators with the District Attorney’s Office 
subpoenaed her through the Interstate Compact procedure and flew her in to testify at the trial. The defendant 
was convicted and sentenced to two consecutive life sentences in prison.

Norcross Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Theft by Deception: The ROCIC intelligence research staff assisted the Norcross Police Department in 
identifying a suspect in Palatine, Illinois, who had defrauded a local resident of $4,600 using an online 
marketplace. The victim wanted to purchase a business printer and connected with the seller online. The seller 
then offered a discount if the deal was conducted offl ine. The victim wired the seller half of the discounted 
purchase price. The seller never sent the printer, avoided contact, and then threatened bodily harm if the victim 
did not stop contacting him. ROCIC assisted the Norcross police officers with obtaining the information 
needed to subpoena the perpetrator’s bank records and document the victim’s payment. Arrest warrants were 
obtained for theft by deception.

Thomaston Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Felony Theft/Assault:  Felony arrest warrants were issued for a suspect who had committed numerous violent 
acts and thefts in Thomaston. ROCIC resources led to his apprehension and arrest. Initially, the suspect 
had fled from a traffic stop by the Upson County Sheriff’s Office in a vehicle stolen from Bibb County. 
The driver had lost control and wrecked the stolen car within Thomaston. The suspect fled and eluded both 
the sheriff’s deputies and the city police officers. Hours later, he pulled a gun on a Thomaston woman on 
her front porch and held it to her head, demanding her vehicle. The victim managed to escape, and the 
suspect fled, only minutes later pointing his gun at a Thomaston businessman in his driveway and demanding 
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his money and his vehicle. The victim complied, and the suspect bound him in his garage and fled in his 
vehicle. The businessman managed to get free and called the police on his cell phone. The police identified 
the suspect from the available evidence and began the search for him, developing a phone number for his  
ex -girlfriend, who was thought to reside in the Columbus area. The ROCIC intelligence research staff worked 
up a comprehensive report on the ex -girlfriend. Based on the ROCIC information, she was contacted by 
investigators and interviewed, leading to witness statements, evidence of the crime, and the arrest of the 
suspect in Columbus.

Fulton County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Witness Location: An investigator with the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office was given 24 hours 
to locate three crucial witnesses for an upcoming trial in Fulton County Superior Court. The investigator 
contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff for address and contact information. The information 
provided by ROCIC led to the location of the witnesses, which resulted in the defendant accepting a plea 
bargain.

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Federal Protective Service
Audio/Video Forensics
Vehicle Entries/Criminal Trespass on Federal Property: The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Federal 
Protective Service, investigated criminal trespassing and thefts from vehicles located on federal property by 
suspects in the Atlanta downtown area. One suspect was captured on surveillance video scaling a security 
fence and breaking into a vehicle. Agents investigating the case requested that ROCIC audio/video staff 
analyze and enhance the video in an attempt to identify the suspect. The video was of such poor quality 
that enhancement did not result in successful facial recognition, but the agent credited ROCIC with a fast 
turnaround time and enhancements that assisted with the identification of the suspect and his illegal activities 
while on federal property. The video evidence will be further utilized in the prosecution of the suspect.

Coweta Judicial District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Witness Location: The Coweta Judicial Circuit, located in northwest Georgia, is composed of Carroll, Coweta, 
Heard, Meriwether, and Troup Counties. The investigator with the Troup County District Attorney’s Office 
regularly uses ROCIC resources. In the past year, he has submitted 21 requests to the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff, searching for witnesses and victims for cases, including six assaults, one property theft, one 
sex offense, three homicides, and one sexual assault. The ROCIC information was utilized to locate ten 
witnesses to close seven cases through prosecution and guilty pleas. Ten additional witnesses have been 
located in six active cases, and one witness is being sought.
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Norfolk Southern Railway Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Theft: The Special Investigations Unit of the Norfolk Southern Railway Police Department (NSRPD) in 
Atlanta borrowed ROCIC specialized, camouflaged camera equipment to use during an investigation of 
internal theft. The NSRPD controlled and monitored the criminal activity from a nearby location, which 
allowed them to maintain a low profile. Confronted with the recorded video evidence, a contract worker 
confessed to the theft. The video footage was also furnished to a local law enforcement agency, since it was 
learned that the residence that the suspect shared with her boyfriend was under surveillance for narcotics 
activity. That evidence allowed a warrant because her confession also involved his drug activity. The 
subsequent warrant resulted in an arrest and a conviction.


