
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

Marion County Sheriff’s Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Drug Trafficking: Using ROCIC covert surveillance equipment, the 
Marion County Sheriff’s Department, Narcotics Task Force, targeted 
a multicounty group of violent drug traffickers. At its conclusion, 
eight offenders were arrested on charges ranging from attempted 
murder to narcotics. During the high -risk execution of the search 
warrant, investigators seized 13 weapons, $10,000 worth of narcotics, 
numerous magazines and ammunition, body armor, scales, and drug 
paraphernalia. The joint operation included the Jefferson Davis County 
Sheriff’s Department; the U.S. Marshals Service, Fugitive Task Force; 
the Mississippi Bureau of Investigation; and the Mississippi Bureau of 
Narcotics.
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Examples of Successes in Mississippi
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In FY2016 —
171 Member Agencies

7,197 Sworn Personnel Served
562 Officers and Personnel Trained

10,877 Intelligence Database Inquiries
7,372 Intelligence Database Hits

568 Requests for Information on 990 Targets
3,578 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered

48,640 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated
555 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned

Mississippi Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of 
the 14 states in the ROCIC region. In Mississippi, these leadership 
positions are held by:



Testimonials

Examples of Successes in Mississippi
5th Judicial District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Vehicular Theft: At the request of the 5th Judicial District 
Attorney’s Office in Grenada, the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff provided phone subscriber information that 
allowed the Grenada County Sheriff’s Office to arrest a 
suspect in the theft of an all- terrain vehicle (ATV) during a 
commercial burglary. After the burglary, the thief had taken 
the ATV to a local mechanic to have ignition keys made. 
The mechanic notified authorities but could provide only 
the telephone number left by the suspect. The ROCIC staff 
was asked to provide any subscriber information connected 
with the phone number. As a direct result of the information 
compiled by ROCIC, authorities were able to identify, locate, 
and arrest the suspect involved in the theft of the ATV. This 
investigation is currently pending presentation to the next term of the grand jury.

2nd Judicial District Attorney’s Office and Gulfport Police Department
Audio/Video Forensics
Shooting of a Police Officer: During the foot pursuit of a fleeing suspect following a traffic stop, a Gulfport 
Police Department officer was shot twice at close range with a handgun. In spite of his serious wounds, the 
officer managed to disarm the assailant and restrain him until other officers arrived. Fortunately, the police 
officer survived the assault. The suspect was taken into custody and charged with the aggravated assault of 
a law enforcement officer. In preparing the case for prosecution, the 2nd Judicial District Attorney’s Office 
submitted audio and video recordings to the ROCIC audio/video staff for enhancement. As a result, the 
prosecution built such a strong case that the defendant pled guilty before going to trial. The defendant in this 
case was sentenced to the maximum term of 30 years in the Mississippi Department of Corrections.

Oktibbeha County Sheriff’s Department
Information Sharing Services
Vehicle Theft:  Failing to find the information he needed from the Department of Motor Vehicles, an investigator 
with the Oktibbeha County Sheriff’s Department accessed the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System 
through his RISS Secure Cloud (RISSNET) Portal account. He determined that the vehicle identification 
number (VIN) on the complainant’s vehicle was forged. The victim had bought a car from an individual for 
$6,500 and was told that the title would be forthcoming from the dealership where the car had originally 
been sold. The VIN forged on the victim’s vehicle actually belonged to a vehicle owned in California. It was 
determined that the victim’s vehicle and others had been stolen from the manufacturing plant parking facilities 
and had never been shipped to the dealerships. A suspect was developed and arrest warrants obtained.

“The availability of these resources is essential 
to the apprehension of fugitives from justice.”

—Oktibbeha County Sheriff’s Office

“Without ROCIC assistance, our office would 
not have been able to prosecute this case. This 
is not the first occasion where your assistance 
has been critical to the prosecution of these 
violent criminal offenders. We are extremely 
pleased to have ROCIC on our side.” 

—Hinds County District Attorney’s Office
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Examples of Successes in Mississippi
Hinds County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Armed Robbery: The Hinds County District Attorney’s Office in Jackson was preparing to go to trial against 
an armed robbery defendant but were unable to locate key witnesses critical to the prosecution. Turning to 
ROCIC intelligence research staff, investigators quickly obtained the addresses of the witnesses and arranged 
for their testimony. A guilty verdict was returned.

Oktibbeha County Sheriff’s Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Burglary Fugitive: The Oktibbeha County Sheriff’s Department indicted a burglary suspect who fled the area 
and authorities were unable to locate him. The suspect contacted the sheriff’s department but did not disclose 
his location. The ROCIC intelligence research staff produced a location for the fugitive’s telephone number, 
and the fugitive was subsequently located and arrested in Lee County, near Tupelo.

Hinds County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Robbery: The Hinds County District Attorney’s Office in Jackson was preparing to go to trial against a 
defendant who had been indicted on a charge of robbery. During the trial preparation, authorities were unable 
to locate a critical witness needed for the successful prosecution of the defendant. The District Attorney’s 
Office requested assistance from the ROCIC intelligence research staff in locating the witness. The ROCIC 
staff responded immediately and provided information that resulted in the location of the witness that same 
day. As a direct result of ROCIC’s efforts, the defendant in this case entered a guilty plea.

Philadelphia Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Narcotics Trafficking: The Philadelphia Police Department borrowed ROCIC surveillance equipment to use 
in an undercover narcotics investigation and arrested four suspects on drug charges, with nine additional 
arrests anticipated. Investigators seized 3 ounces of marijuana and 6 ounces of meth. The arrested suspects 
are pending criminal prosecution. The Philadelphia Police Department does not hesitate to contact ROCIC to 
provide assistance in taking dangerous drug dealers off the streets of its community.

Greenwood Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Drug Trafficking: The Greenwood Police Department used ROCIC specialized surveillance equipment to 
observe and document criminal activity at a corner store location in a high- crime district. The month- long 
undercover operation concluded with three felony drug arrests, ten drug arrests, five warrant arrests, and 
the seizure of $3,000 of drug money. The targeted location had been a source of constant citizen complaints 
regarding the selling and use of illegal drugs and alcohol, fighting, and disturbances of the peace. Several 
citizens have praised the department for its success, accomplished in part by the loan of a great tool from 
ROCIC.


