
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

First Circuit Solicitor’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Domestic Violence: The First Circuit Solicitor’s Office negotiated a plea 
deal with a defendant in a domestic violence case and needed to locate 
the victim, who had moved out of state. All of the information gathered 
on the victim through social media and out -of- state arrest records was 
no longer valid. Within 24 hours, the ROCIC intelligence research 
staff provided telephone numbers and addresses that the solicitor’s 
investigator could not locate. Using a telephone number provided by 
ROCIC, the investigator contacted the victim’s mother. Prosecutors 
determined that the victim was satisfied with the plea deal being offered 
to the defendant. The defendant pled guilty to felony second- degree 
domestic violence.

ROCIC IMPACT IN
South Carolina

Board Member:
Deputy Chief Scott Deckard
North Charleston Police Department
(843) 740-2850

Board Proxy:
Major Tony Phinney
Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office
(843) 832-0318

Examples of Successes in South Carolina

(More Successes on Next Page)

In FY2016 —
111 Member Agencies

13,488 Sworn Personnel Served
226 Officers and Personnel Trained

4,225 Intelligence Database Inquiries
980 Intelligence Database Hits

1,203 Requests for Information on 1,727 Targets
33 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered

53,390 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated
119 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned

South Carolina Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of 
the 14 states in the ROCIC region. In South Carolina, these leadership 
positions are held by:



Testimonials

Examples of Successes in South Carolina
Newberry Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Kidnapping and Assault: The Newberry Police Department 
conducted an investigation after a local businessman 
reported that he had been kidnapped and assaulted. The 
victim went to a hotel room to meet with an entertainer 
he had hired for a performance in Newberry, and he paid 
him $14,000. The entertainer—angry at the amount of 
money—and another man abducted the victim, wrapped 
him in plastic, and beat him until he agreed to pay more 
money. The Newberry investigators contacted the ROCIC 
intelligence research staff for information and photos, 
which led to the identification of the second suspect. The 
information received from ROCIC assisted investigators in 
obtaining kidnapping and assault warrants on both suspects. 
The entertainer was located and arrested in California and 
extradited to South Carolina.

Georgetown Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Homicide: After an elderly couple were found brutally 
murdered in their home in Thomasville, North Carolina, 
case information and photos of the suspects were issued 
by the North Carolina Information Sharing and Analysis 
Center, and ROCIC posted a bulletin to law enforcement 
agency websites in South Carolina. Several days after the 
post, investigators with the Georgetown Police Department 
were examining surveillance video of an armed robbery 
of a local pharmacy and identified the suspect as the one wanted in the Thomasville murders. Warrants were 
issued for the suspect. The highly mobile criminal continued his violent crime spree, and when confronted by 
police, committed suicide in a motel room in Pennsylvania.

Greenville County Sheriff’s Department
Publications
Commercial Burglary: After disseminating a bulletin at the request of the Greenville County Sheriff’s 
Department (GCSD) regarding the burglary at a local lawn and tractor dealership, investigators received 
numerous e -mails from fellow investigators as far away as West Virginia. A South Carolina Highway Patrol 
officer advised of a similar burglary in Cayce, in which arrests had been made. GCSD investigators traveled 
to Cayce to conduct interviews and concluded that the four suspects, all from Charlotte, North Carolina, 
had been in the Greenville/Spartanburg, South Carolina, area at the time of that burglary. The investigators 
had difficulty pinpointing the locations of burglaries because the suspects, part of a multistate burglary ring, 
had committed so many crimes throughout the Carolinas and Georgia. The suspects have been charged with 
numerous counts of burglary and grand larceny in several states and are awaiting trial.

“The bulletin being disseminated by ROCIC 
directly assisted in bringing this case to its 
fruition.”

—Greenville County Sheriff’s Office

“The ROCIC intelligence research staff 
provided addresses and telephone numbers 
that I could not find using any other 
investigative resource that I had access to.”

—1st Circuit Solicitor’s Office

“It was great to clear a 38-year-old homicide 
case, and ROCIC’s assistance in providing 
addresses was very valuable.”

—Walterboro Police Department

“I would not know what to do if I did not have 
this resource. Instead of searching through 
numerous databases, I call ROCIC. I know 
that it has access and will provide the needed 
information.”

—Spartanburg Police Department

(More Successes on Next Page)



Examples of Successes in South Carolina
Landrum Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Home -Invasion Robbery/Assault: The Landrum Police Department investigated a home invasion during 
which a 74 -year- old man was beaten with a pool cue and robbed. The victim was not able to provide a good 
description because of the dim light and being bound. One vehicle, weapons, and a safe were taken during the 
robbery. During the investigation, possible suspect cell phone numbers were obtained by investigators. The 
ROCIC intelligence research staff was contacted and developed suspect names from the cell phone numbers. 
The suspects were then identified and found to be using stolen credit cards. The suspects were linked to 
several other crimes and were subsequently arrested in Augusta, Georgia, for crimes committed there. Both 
suspects are in jail awaiting court action.

Walterboro Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Cold Case Homicide: While reviewing a 38- year- old cold case homicide, the Walterboro Police Department 
resubmitted evidence and fingerprints taken from the crime scene to the state crime lab. The investigator 
working the case was notified that a fingerprint from the crime scene was matched to a suspect. Information 
on the suspect was received, and the ROCIC intelligence research staff was contacted. The ROCIC staff 
provided the last address of the suspect, now a vacant lot. Using additional address information from ROCIC, 
investigators tracked down family members. The suspect was located and arrested and is now awaiting court 
action.

Union County Sheriff’s Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Narcotics Trafficking: The Union County Sheriff’s Department was conducting an undercover narcotics 
investigation and needed a recording device. The Narcotics Unit contacted the ROCIC equipment staff, 
which provided a telephone recording device to use while making undercover meth buys. The sophisticated 
equipment was used not only to document illegal activity but to ensure the safety of participating law 
enforcement officers. Through the use of information gathered from the undercover recordings, arrest  and 
search warrants were obtained. A roundup was conducted and 12 suspects were arrested. Seizures included 
$3,500 in U.S. currency and meth. The suspects are currently in jail awaiting court action.

11th Circuit Solicitor’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Armed Robbery: The ROCIC intelligence research staff ran skip traces on three witnesses to an armed robbery 
of a West Columbia jewelry store and located a witness who was crucial to the successful prosecution of the 
case by the 11th Circuit Solicitor’s Office in Lexington. The defendant had pulled a gun on the employees 
and customers inside the store and had stolen $25,000 worth of gold jewelry. The defendant was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison. The jury found him guilty of armed robbery, grand larceny, and possession of a weapon 
during the commission of a violent crime.
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Examples of Successes in South Carolina
11th Circuit Solicitor’s Office
Analytical Services
Homicide: With assistance from ROCIC, a 30 -year- old defendant was convicted of murder for the 2013 
stabbing death of a 54- year- old man in Lexington County and sentenced to 35 years in prison. In preparing for 
trial, investigators with the 11th Circuit Solicitor’s Office provided cell phone numbers for individuals who 
were possibly connected to the murder to the ROCIC analytical staff, who conducted numerous cell phone 
searches for subscriber information. Investigators identified and tracked down a number of persons who had 
knowledge of the events. This information assisted in linking the suspect to the crime. After deliberating for 
four hours, the Lexington County jury announced its guilty verdict.

Orangeburg Department of Public Safety
Specialized Equipment Loans
Armed Robbery: The Orangeburg Department of Public Safety requested and received ROCIC surveillance 
equipment to gather intelligence on criminal suspects who were circulating in a neighborhood inundated 
with gangs and criminal activity. During the surveillance, an armed robbery occurred at a local market. Once 
the market clerk provided descriptions of the suspects and footage from the surveillance equipment was 
reviewed, the suspects were identified accessing a house near the scene of the armed robbery. The suspects 
were arrested and are awaiting court action.

Spartanburg Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Suspect Location: A crime analyst at the Spartanburg Police Department has used the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff for numerous cases with great success. ROCIC is used regularly to verify addresses. Recently, 
the ROCIC staff assisted in locating a key witness in a cold case homicide who needed to be interviewed. 
Investigators working an identity  theft case, armed with the information received from ROCIC, identified the 
suspect. The suspect was charged and is now waiting court action. The crime analyst knows that one call to 
ROCIC, rather than spending time searching through numerous databases, is the most efficient use of limited 
resources.


