
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

Bedford County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Child Rape: The Bedford County Sheriff’s Office (BSCO) spent 
valuable man- hours attempting to locate the five- year- old victim in a 
child rape case and her mother, who had moved to an adjacent county. 
Deputies were sent to multiple addresses with no success. The BCSO 
detective requested assistance from ROCIC, and within 24 hours, the 
ROCIC intelligence research staff returned an address and a telephone 
number. The victim and her mother were successfully located. The 
Bedford County sheriff stated that without ROCIC locating the victim, 
they would have been unable to move forward with the prosecution. 
Because of the age of the victim, the case could not be dropped. The 
BCSO plans to use ROCIC analytical services when the case moves 
into the prosecutorial phase.
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Examples of Successes in Tennessee
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In FY2016 —
256 Member Agencies

21,100 Sworn Personnel Served
1,995 Officers and Personnel Trained

20,287 Intelligence Database Inquiries
9,301 Intelligence Database Hits

2,210 Requests for Information on 4,400 Targets
12,534 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered

123,006 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated
2,237 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned

$2,103,177 in Narcotics Seized

Tennessee Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of the 
14 states in the ROCIC region. In Tennessee, these leadership positions 
are held by:



Testimonials

Examples of Successes in Tennessee
Huntingdon Police Department
Analytical Services
Homicide: The ROCIC analytical staff was contacted by the 
Huntingdon Police Department to prepare a crime scene drawing 
and 15 photographic enlargements to be used in court to help 
convict a defendant of second -degree murder. The defendant was 
one of three men accused of shooting and killing the host of a 
Super Bowl party over a minor argument. The police commander 
said that the conviction would not have been possible without 
ROCIC’s assistance. The graphics were critical to the successful 
prosecution.

15th Judicial District Drug Task Force
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Drug Trafficking: The Tennessee 15th Judicial District Drug Task 
Force was notified by the Lamar County, Georgia, Interdiction 
Team that a vehicle seized on I -75 in Georgia, containing 17 pounds 
of marijuana, was registered to an individual in its jurisdiction. The 
task force contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff for information, and the ROCIC staff identified an 
address, property, and assets controlled by an illegal drug organization and provided photographs of suspected 
conspirators. Several addresses were identified, and within 72 hours, the task force uncovered eight marijuana 
grow operations across middle Tennessee and southern Kentucky that were producing $2 million in annual 
revenue. Eleven individuals were indicted on conspiracy charges for 500 marijuana plants, a Class A felony 
that carries 15 to 25 years imprisonment in Tennessee. Two of the organization’s leaders were extradited 
from Naples, Florida. The leader of the organization was identified by the El Paso Intelligence Center as the 
mastermind of a major cocaine smuggling organization operating out of the Florida Keys. The task force 
director stated that a simple traffic stop in Georgia, coupled with the dedicated police work of the sheriff’s 
office and the task force and the resources available from ROCIC, led to the dismantling of an international 
drug trafficking organization.

Morristown Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Narcotics Trafficking: By utilizing ROCIC surveillance equipment, the Morristown Police Department 
Narcotics and Vice Unit successfully apprehended a drug dealer who traveled throughout several counties 
in upper East Tennessee, selling and distributing cocaine and meth. The suspect, who was in the United 
States illegally, felt confident that his skills as a career criminal would protect him from law enforcement 
officers, who found it challenging to keep track of him. The Morristown Police Department borrowed a 
Global Positioning System (GPS) vehicle tracker from the ROCIC equipment staff, which was placed on 
the suspect’s vehicle. Tracking information showed that he traveled to another county to obtain his meth. In 
addition to the apprehension and arrest of the primary target, the GPS provided valuable information that led 
to the apprehension and arrests of two other high -volume drug dealers, who will be prosecuted in federal court 
on charges including conspiracy to distribute meth and possession of 50 or more grams of meth. He will be 
charged as a career criminal.

“ROCIC is a resource that every department 
should utilize.”

— Washington County Sheriff’s Office

“I can honestly say that we could not have 
conducted these types of investigations 
without the assistance of ROCIC and the 
use of this equipment.”

—Cookeville Police Department

“As the old adage goes, a picture is worth 
a thousand words. The mapping provided 
will assist in the prosecution of the 
suspect.”

— Washington County Sheriff’s Office

(More Successes on Next Page)



Examples of Successes in Tennessee
Gallatin Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Credit Card Fraud: The Gallatin Police Department contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff regarding 
a suspect who was cloning credit cards and using them at multiple automated teller machines. The investigator 
had only a California license plate to identify the suspect. The ROCIC staff obtained the suspect’s name by 
conducting an inquiry on the California vehicle registration. The suspect had no driver’s license or driver’s 
license photo, but ROCIC did obtain booking photographs from several states, along with arrest records for 
similar crimes. ROCIC provided the investigator with local address information and addresses in Louisiana 
and Texas where similar crimes had been committed. The case has been turned over to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

Rhea County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Vehicular Homicide:  The Rhea County Sheriff’s Office (RCSO) investigated a hit -and- run vehicular homicide 
involving a white -colored pickup truck. The video surveillance showed the truck striking the victim, but 
investigators were unable to see the license plate. The RCSO received a list of possible suspect vehicles, but 
the format was difficult to understand and contained dated and unreliable information. The RCSO detective 
contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff to assist in compiling a list of possible suspect vehicles 
within a three -county area. The ROCIC staff provided the listing, including associated owner and driver 
information. Through the use of the information provided and a series of interviews, RCSO investigators 
identified the suspect and recovered the vehicle. The suspect was arrested for criminal homicide and is 
awaiting trial.

Robertson County Sheriff’s Office
Training Services
Aggravated Assault: Using the methods and skills learned at an Interview and Interrogation course hosted 
by ROCIC, a Robertson County Sheriff’s Office investigator obtained a confession from a previously 
uncooperative female suspect who had denied being present at the scene of the crime   — a violent fight 
involving weapons, including an axe. A brief time after the crime, the investigator interviewed a female 
witness who had come forward to the police station after initially being uncooperative with responding patrol 
units. Using information gained from the witness, the investigator interrogated the suspect, who was charged 
with the crime, and obtained a written letter of explanation in which she admitted her guilt.

Pickett County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Narcotics Trafficking: The Pickett County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) requested assistance from the ROCIC 
intelligence research staff with several drug investigations. The ROCIC staff provided full and correct names 
and addresses, along with social security numbers, dates of birth, and photographs of the suspects. The 
PCSO investigators used the information pertaining to the three different cases and suspects to obtain felony 
drug indictments and convictions. A fourth narcotics case is ongoing. Without the information provided by 
ROCIC, an indictment would not have been possible.
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Examples of Successes in Tennessee
7th Judicial District Attorney General’s Office and Anderson County Sheriff’s Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Homicide: The ROCIC equipment staff loaned audio and video equipment for use by the jury in a high- 
profile homicide case investigated by the Anderson County Sheriff’s Department and prosecuted by the  
7th Judicial District Attorney General’s Office in Clinton. Because of the specialized equipment during the 
trial, the members of the jury were able to hear and see the evidence presented much more clearly, according to 
the assistant district attorneys. The jury returned a verdict of guilty against the defendant, who was sentenced 
to life in prison without chance of parole.

Cookeville Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Prostitution: Using ROCIC audio/video surveillance equipment, the Cookeville Police Department 
conducted two prostitution sting operations that netted 25 arrests. Criminal charges included prostitution 
and patronizing prostitutes, solicitation of a minor, and sexual battery. The equipment was used to document 
criminal wrongdoing and to ensure the safety of undercover law enforcement officers and informants.

Nashville Area Law Enforcement and Retailers Team (ALERT)
Information Sharing Services
Organized Retail Theft: For the past several years, ROCIC has facilitated communications between law 
enforcement officers and retailers to help solve organized retail -theft cases and reduce incidents. The 
Nashville ALERT, consisting of 150 officers and loss prevention (LP) officials, created a website   maintained 
and monitored by the ROCIC staff   to help share information more quickly and efficiently. Through the 
sharing of information on the website, a suspect was identified and arrested for spraying mace in the faces of 
managers at retail stores on two occasions in Davidson County. The suspect was charged with assault, bodily 
injury, and the theft of property. In another case, a bulletin disseminated by ALERT about a suspect caught in 
Goodlettsville with stolen electronics and tools prevented the same suspect from stealing a laptop computer 
at a store in Brentwood. In another incident, five crew members hit stores in a mall and stole $2,800 worth 
of designer purses. A detective in Brentwood recognized one of the suspects listed on the ALERT website 
as a suspect in his case. A warrant was obtained and the suspect was arrested. In yet another case, a suspect 
was arrested for stealing high- end vacuum cleaners at stores throughout the Nashville area, after ALERT 
connected LP officials with law enforcement officers. The suspect was also linked to thefts at local chain 
grocery stores. In Bowling Green, Kentucky, an LP official at an ALERT meeting noticed a suspect’s image 
posted by another retailer as the suspect in his own case. The two LP officials consulted, resulting in the 
identification and filing of a warrant against the suspect for the two thefts.

Dresden Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Armed Robbery: The Dresden Police Department responded to an alarm at a local convenience store and 
captured two robbery suspects at the scene, as well as the weapon used and the stolen cash. The officers sent 
both suspects’ names to the ROCIC intelligence research staff to obtain background information, and it was 
learned that they had been involved in a homicide a few days earlier in Memphis. The suspects are facing 
charges for both crimes.
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Examples of Successes in Tennessee
Washington County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Counterfeiting/Forgery: The Washington County Sheriff’s Office investigated a fraud case at a local bank in 
which the suspect passed a counterfeit check with a forged name. The investigator collected information on 
the suspect but had no criminal history or any connection between the suspect and the victim. The ROCIC 
intelligence research staff provided the investigator with a comprehensive report on the suspect, plus a 
photograph that confirmed the identity of the suspect caught on the bank’s video surveillance. With ROCIC’s 
assistance, the investigator closed the case, with a warrant obtained on the suspect for criminal simulation, 
forgery, and theft, with a bond of $20,000. The suspect is incarcerated in Virginia on similar charges.

Dresden Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Fraud: The Dresden Police Department was investigating a subject who had scammed a local elderly resident 
out of $6,000 with an asphalt  paving scheme. Using only the name provided by the victim, the investigators 
contacted the ROCIC intelligence research staff to obtain detailed identification data on the suspect. Because 
of ROCIC’s quick response, the suspect’s name has been entered into the National Crime Information Center, 
and the victim’s loss of $6,000 will be repaid.

Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Narcotics Trafficking: Utilizing surveillance equipment borrowed from the ROCIC equipment staff, the 
Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office made a large number of arrests for drug distribution and removed hundreds 
of pounds of illegal drugs from the streets. The arrests included charges on the sales of Schedule II, III, and 
IV narcotics, an armed career criminal, the manufacture of meth, the possession of a firearm by a convicted 
felon, and aggravated child abuse (the child in question tested positive for meth, after being present during the 
cooking process). Over the past year, the Unicoi County Sheriff’s Office conducted more than 150 narcotics 
investigations and employed ROCIC surveillance equipment in more than 50 of those investigations. The 
agency has also assisted the First Judicial District Drug Task Force, the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, 
and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration in using this equipment during several ongoing major 
multijurisdictional drug  conspiracy investigations.


