
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

ROCIC IMPACT IN
Texas

Board Member:
Chief Joseph Costa
DeSoto Police Department
(469) 658-3002
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Board Proxy:
Executive Director Larry Gray
Texas and Southwestern
  Cattle Raisers Association
(800) 242-7820, Ext. 112

In FY2016 —
208 Member Agencies

39,259 Sworn Personnel Served
1,795 Officers and Personnel Trained
3,339 Intelligence Database Inquiries

1,265 Intelligence Database Hits
742 Requests for Information on 1,313 Targets

1,796 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered
105,906 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated

383 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned

Texas Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of the 
14 states in the ROCIC region. In Texas, these leadership positions are 
held by:

Houston County District Attorney’s Office
Analytical Services
Embezzlement: An ROCIC intelligence analyst accepted an extensive 
amount of bank and business records from the Houston County District 
Attorney’s Office in an embezzlement case and produced clear and 
straightforward documentation to present to the Houston County grand 
jury, which returned indictments against multiple defendants accused 
of stealing more than $1 million over a lengthy period of time from a 
business in Crockett. The case file consisted of flow charts, timelines, 
and link-analysis work products that showed the case flow and criminal 
responsibilities. Over a span of several years, the suspect, who was 
the general manager of the local newspaper office, wrote unauthorized 
checks to herself, to her husband, and to other family members. She also 
used the office assets to pay personal debts, such as utility bills, phone 



Testimonials
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“The meeting hosted by ROCIC made it 
possible to meet other law enforcement 
officials to share and exchange information 
and intelligence from both sides of the Texas/
Oklahoma border and provided us all with 
more tools to help us be successful.”

—Texas Office of the Inspector General

“Without the aid of ROCIC and its intelligence 
research staff, we would not have had a 
starting point to get this fugitive in custody. 
After two years on the run, he will finally be 
brought back to answer for the offense with 
which he was charged.”

—Borger Police Department

“You cannot put a price on the partnership we 
share with ROCIC in the cases we work. This 
case is proof positive of that. I can honestly 
say that we could not do our jobs without you.”

—Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office

“Our new investigator was impressed with 
the quick and effective assistance that ROCIC 
provided. Again, you have another believer in 
the efforts that you and your team put forth 
every day.”

—Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office

(More Successes on Next Page)

bills, mortgages, cable television, and a host of additional 
expenses. ROCIC once again provided expert assistance to law 
enforcement and prosecutors, resulting in big headlines.

Denton County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Murder for Hire: The ROCIC intelligence research staff 
assisted the Denton County District Attorney’s Office by 
locating information and state driver’s license photographs 
for witnesses, most of them highly mobile methamphetamine 
(meth) users, in the trial of a man who solicited another person 
to kill his wife. The defendant was a married accountant/
courier who transported millions of dollars back from the 
Middle East, where his millionaire boss sold ice to the military. 
The defendant was supposed to pay taxes for his boss but 
kept the money himself. The defendant began an affair with 
a woman in Nevada and then wanted his wife killed instead 
of divorcing her. He met a shady character in Terrell, Texas, 
who said he would kill the wife but the supposed hit man kept 
leading the defendant on for more money. Finally, the wife was 
shot in the head and survived, losing use of one eye. The trial 
was delayed three times, causing investigators and ROCIC to 
locate the witnesses again each time. Investigators traveled to 
two cities in California and three in Texas in pursuit of the 
witnesses, which totaled 73. The assistant chief investigator 
said that authorities could have done it without ROCIC, but 
it would have taken weeks if not months to find the necessary 
people again, and it would not have been in time for the trial. 
The defendant was convicted and sentenced to life in prison, 
as was the actual hit man, who was from California, and the 
driver of the suspect vehicle received ten years.

38th Judicial District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Attempted Murder: The ROCIC intelligence research staff successfully located the victim in an attempted-
murder investigation for the 38th Judicial District Attorney’s Office in Hondo. The female victim, a resident 
of Uvalde, had fled the jurisdiction in fear for her life after her assailant was identified. During the crime, the 
suspect had attempted to strangle the victim to death. ROCIC located the victim, who is also the star witness 
for the prosecution, in the Midland/Odessa area several hundred miles away. The ROCIC staff also worked 
up a complete background investigation of the suspect charged with attempted murder. The investigation is 
proceeding, with the Assistant District Attorney and the District Attorney’s investigator singing the praises of 
ROCIC resources.
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Longview Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Organized Retail Crime: ROCIC and the Longview Police Department sponsored an intelligence sharing 
meeting in Longview of financial fraud investigators from northeast Texas and northwest Louisiana in 
response to a series of counterfeit payroll checks passed at grocery stores from the Shreveport/Bossier City 
area west to Tyler. Loss prevention officials in attendance met with a Louisiana State Police investigator 
who shared suspect photos and confirmed that names used on the checks were actual persons with criminal 
records. A week later, the Louisiana State Police arranged for a second intelligence meeting in Shreveport 
among 15 investigators. As a result of this intelligence sharing, three individuals were later arrested on felony 
charges in Caddo Parish, Louisiana, and Bossier Parish, Louisiana, which also allowed closure of cases being 
investigated in Marshall, Longview, and Tyler, all in Texas. One of the suspects was previously the target of 
federal investigation involving the passing of counterfeit or otherwise fraudulent payroll checks passed in 
grocery stores as far back as 2011 to 2012. Information sharing among law enforcement agencies and private 
investigators facilitated by RISS/ROCIC personnel resulted in the clearance of multijurisdictional and even 
multistate financial crimes.

33rd Judicial District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Cold Case Child Sexual Abuse: Two female children were seriously molested during the late 1980s in Llano. 
The offender was indicted in 1988 but fled the jurisdiction and was not located until recently. In Texas, 
family violence laws allow for extended jurisdiction and an indefinite statute of limitations. Prosecutors 
prepared for trial but needed to locate the two now-adult victims and their mother, all of whom were critical 
witnesses needed for trial. The three women had changed addresses several times since the late 1980s. The 
victim services coordinator at the District Attorney’s office contacted ROCIC, and the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff quickly located all three witnesses. One victim was located in La Porte, Texas, and the other in 
South Carolina. The mother was found in Granbury in the Dallas–Fort Worth area. The prosecution against 
the sexual offender is now ready for trial, and the prosecutors are confident that justice will be done after all 
these years.

Midland Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Bank Robbery: ROCIC was instrumental in disseminating information throughout Texas regarding two 
dangerous bank robbers being investigated by the Midland Police Department. Three days later, the Waco 
Police Department linked the two Midland bank robbers to a similar crime in its jurisdiction, having received 
the relevant informational bulletin from the Texas Attorney General’s Office via ROCIC dissemination 
channels. The Waco investigators stated that they would not have been able to solve their bank robbery 
without receiving the ROCIC information.

Trinity County District Attorney’s Office
Audio/Video Forensics Unit
Drug Trafficking: The Trinity County Sheriff’s Office at Groveton conducted a routine traffic stop that 
resulted in two defendants being arrested for possession of cocaine. Both defendants gave oral and written 
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confessions, a portion of which were recorded during the traffic stop. Later, one defendant recanted his 
story and decided to plead not guilty. The testimony recorded by the patrol unit’s equipment proved to be 
of poor quality. The district attorney submitted the recordings to ROCIC for audio and video enhancement. 
During the discovery phase of the trial, the defense attorney for the defendant was allowed to view the work 
enhanced by ROCIC. A plea bargain was immediately proffered, with the defendant pleading guilty. He was 
sentenced to four years in the state penitentiary.

Ector County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit / Analytical Services
Homicide: At the request of the Ector County Sheriff’s Office, the ROCIC intelligence research staff located 
four witnesses to the fatal shooting of a male victim at an Odessa trailer park early in the morning hours. That 
afternoon, the Odessa Police Department made a traffic stop and arrested the suspect. Meth and four stolen 
weapons, including the murder weapon, were recovered. The ROCIC staff developed a timeline of events that 
proved valuable in presenting the case to the Ector County District Attorney’s Office, which will prosecute 
the murder case in the near future. During the development of this case, two other cases were cleared.

Texas Attorney General’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Human Trafficking: The Office of the Attorney General’s Human Trafficking Unit, the Johnson County Stop 
 the Offender Program (STOP) Task Force, the Burleson Police Department, and the Cleburne Police Department 
conducted an operation targeting Internet websites that advertise escorts in Burleson and Cleburne. The 
ROCIC equipment on loan was used as backup for the STOP Task Force’s equipment, thus greatly enhancing 
officer safety. Investigators operating in an undercover capacity in local hotels contacted numerous persons 
who had posted online escort advertisements, concentrating on the younger-appearing subjects in an effort to 
recover victims of human trafficking. Thirteen suspects were arrested in the operation, and eight adults were 
arrested for prostitution. These persons were questioned by investigators to determine whether they were 
trafficking victims; however, no adult or juvenile victims were recovered during the operation. One subject 
was arrested for human trafficking, after he recruited two individuals he believed to be minor females into 
prostitution. Two subjects were arrested for providing transportation for escorts, with an agreement to share 
in the proceeds of prostitution. An additional two subjects were arrested for outstanding warrants.

Wise County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Homicide: Using information obtained from ROCIC, the Wise County Sheriff’s Office located several 
suspects, one of whom was arrested, and several witnesses in a homicide case in which the victim was killed 
by blunt-force trauma to the head and her throat was cut. The ongoing joint investigation with the Texas 
Rangers has continued for more than a year. For its part, ROCIC worked up full comprehensive reports on the 
main suspect, the murder victim, a phone number, and an associate, using several paid subscription databases, 
partnered portal resources, and social media searches. The Wise County investigator noted that ROCIC has 
saved his agency many man-hours of work. Once the case is submitted to the district attorney’s office for trial, 
ROCIC will be asked to analyze the evidence and produce numerous graphics products for the prosecution.

(More Successes on Next Page)
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El Paso Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Alcohol-Related Vehicular Homicide:  During the criminal investigation into an alcohol-related traffic fatality, 
the El Paso Police Department turned to ROCIC after investigators had unsuccessfully attempted to obtain 
from authorities in California information on a certain driver, the insurance carrier for the driver’s vehicle, 
and the terms of coverage. An ROCIC member agency that routinely deals with such information, the Texas 
Department of Insurance Fraud Unit, was contacted and provided the information to El Paso investigators in 
a matter of minutes, thus saving investigators valuable time in pursuing criminal charges.

U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
Specialized Equipment Loans
Auto Theft: Electronic tracking devices borrowed from ROCIC and used by the DHS Federal Protective 
Service (FPS) resulted in the indictments of 9 gang members and the arrests of 16 others, in the investigation 
of a large-scale conspiracy to steal government vehicles and use them to commit various crimes in the 
Houston area. The DHS investigators also contacted the ROCIC research staff to produce link charts to 
aid in the investigation and to obtain background information on suspects. Initially, 30 vehicles, including 
9 owned by the U.S. General Services Administration, were stolen from an auto auction lot in Houston. 
Further investigation discovered that at least six other auto auctions, new car dealerships, and a Union Pacific 
Railroad staging lot had been hit, with more than 200 vehicles stolen, with losses totaling $2 million. During 
the course of the investigation, agents learned that the thefts had been perpetrated by several local street 
gangs. In many of the recovered vehicles, including those belonging to the government, law enforcement 
found gang paraphernalia, narcotics, ammunition, and loaded firearm magazines. One of the stolen vehicles 
was recovered with multiple gunshot holes in the windshield and traces of blood in the interior. The stolen 
vehicles were used in multiple criminal activities, including local burglaries, bank robberies, home invasions, 
narcotics sales, and “smash-and-grab” thefts. It was learned that at least one of the gangs believed to be 
involved in these thefts is in a conflict with a rival gang, and several homicides have recently been committed 
by gang members. To date, FPS has identified more than 40 individuals believed to be involved in the criminal 
conspiracy. All of the stolen government vehicles have been recovered. Additional indictments are expected.

Harris County Sheriff’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Human Trafficking: Borrowing audio and video surveillance and recording equipment from ROCIC, the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Office in Houston conducted a multiweek sting operation as part of the National 
Johns Initiative against human trafficking. After weeks of careful planning, with assistance from ROCIC, 
the Harris County Tactical Intelligence Unit/Homeland Security Bureau arrested 68 offenders. An additional 
76 arrests were also made, due to the momentum of the operation in progress. The sophisticated equipment 
provided by ROCIC not only documented and recorded evidence but ensured the safety of law enforcement 
personnel.

(More Successes on Next Page)
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Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Murder: The lead investigator for the Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office was instructing a trainee 
in case preparation when he turned to ROCIC to assist in locating a transient witness in a pending murder 
prosecution  — standard procedure for this prosecutorial member agency. ROCIC was contacted, and the 
ROCIC intelligence research staff quickly returned information indicating that the witness was in Mobile, 
Alabama. The witness was picked up and interviewed; his statements helped secure an indictment for the 
murder. The new investigator was impressed with the quick and effective assistance that ROCIC provides on 
a routine basis.

West Texas High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)
RISS Officer Safety Event Deconfliction System (RISSafe)
Officer Safety: The West Texas HIDTA in El Paso has served as a RISSafe Watch Center for West Texas and 
New Mexico for several years, processing the submissions of law enforcement events in order to prevent 
so-called “blue-on-blue” conflicts that could lead to injury or even fatalities. So far in 2016, the West Texas 
HIDTA RISSafe Watch Center has documented 154 deconfliction events and notified the affected agencies of 
the potential dangers.

Big Spring Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Stolen Property: The ROCIC intelligence research staff provided the Big Spring Police Department with the 
identity of the owner of a 2005 Harley-Davidson motorcycle, valued at $22,000, stolen in Ohio and recovered 
in Big Spring. Police contacted ROCIC after running the plates in the out-of-state database with negative 
results.

Midland Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Theft: The Midland Police Department investigated a theft case and was unable to obtain a photograph 
of the suspect. The ROCIC intelligence research staff promptly provided the Midland police officers with 
the photograph of the theft suspect, which was then used in a photo lineup in which the victim positively 
identified the perpetrator. The Midland Police Department was thus able to obtain a felony warrant for his 
arrest.  As an investigative resource, ROCIC can obtain driver’s license photos in a timely manner from more 
than 30 states.

Borger Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
First-Degree Murder: Information obtained from the ROCIC intelligence research staff by the Borger Police 
Department led to the subsequent out-of-state arrest of a fugitive wanted for the past two years for shooting 
his father 11 times and killing him. The shooting occurred on New Year’s Day. The son was arrested as a 
suspect, but when the $1 million bond was reduced, the suspect posted bond and fled the state. A vague 
tip was received two years later. Working with scant information, ROCIC was able to produce the names, 
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addresses, and phone numbers of associates believed to be aiding the fugitive. The information was forwarded 
to the U.S. Marshals Service (USMS), and a warrant was obtained in Arizona. The USMS Violent Offender 
Task Force and the Pima County Sheriff’s Office Fugitive Investigative Strike Team conducted surveillance, 
positively identified the suspect, and arrested him without incident. The Borger Police Department would not 
have had a starting point in which to capture this fugitive if not for ROCIC resources. After two years on the 
run, the suspect will finally be brought back to answer for the offense with which he was charged.

Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Office of Inspector General
Information Sharing Services
Fugitive Apprehension: Through an intelligence meeting hosted by ROCIC, the Texas Office of Inspector 
General connected with the Oklahoma Highway Patrol (OHP) to apprehend a fugitive from Parker County, 
Texas, who was located in Sayre, Oklahoma. The fugitive was wanted on charges relating to trafficking in 
prison contraband. The OHP investigator forwarded information to troopers working the Sayre area. Five 
days later, Texas authorities were notified that Oklahoma troopers had the fugitive in custody and that he was 
being extradited to Texas.

Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Gang Murder: The ROCIC intelligence research staff assisted the Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office 
in locating four crucial witnesses for a pending gang-related murder case. A gang fight had developed inside 
a local night club and then dispersed. Outside, one gang member got into his vehicle, waited for his rival to 
exit, and then violently struck him down with the vehicle and killed him. The assailant’s girlfriend and cousin, 
along with the cousin’s wife and sister-in-law, witnessed the murder. After contacting ROCIC, intelligence 
records were returned to Tarrant County investigators within two hours. The girlfriend was located out of 
town and was interviewed; she will serve as the state’s star witness in the upcoming trial. A week later, ROCIC 
came through again, providing current addresses for the other witnesses, who were located, confirmed the 
prior testimony, and will testify in favor of the victim.

Texas Attorney General’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Human Trafficking: Audio/video recording devices borrowed from ROCIC assisted the Human Trafficking 
Unit of the Texas Attorney General’s Office in documenting criminal activities during sweeps in two 
separate areas of the state. The Texas legislature has passed newly instituted penal code arrest titles that 
deal specifically with all aspects of these violations. An operation in Cotulla, LaSalle County, involved the 
creation of a phony Internet website advertising the services of prostitutes, including underage girls (younger 
than 17), at local motels. At no time did anyone underage actually participate in the sting operation, and no 
actual sexual contact was ever made. A similar sting operation was then conducted in the Austin area using 
ROCIC equipment. Overall, 13 individuals were arrested for felonies and four outstanding felony warrants 
were cleared. The chief of the Human Trafficking Unit praised the effectiveness of ROCIC/RISS resources, 
which he said he uses as often as possible.


