
The Regional Information 
Sharing Systems (RISS) 
mission is to assist local, state, 
federal, and tribal criminal 
justice agencies by providing 
adaptive solutions and services 
that facilitate information 
sharing, support criminal 
investigations, and promote 
officer safety.

The Regional Organized Crime 
Information Center (ROCIC), 
one of the six RISS Centers, 
began providing services to its 
members in 1973. The ROCIC 
region consists of:

• Alabama
• Arkansas
• Florida
• Georgia
• Kentucky
• Louisiana
• Mississippi
• North Carolina
• Oklahoma
• Puerto Rico
• South Carolina
• Tennessee
• Texas
• U.S. Virgin Islands
• Virginia
• West Virginia

Since 1973, the number of 
criminal justice agencies 
benefiting from ROCIC 
services has grown to more 
than 2,100 agencies.

ROCIC IMPACT IN
Virginia

Board Member:
Major Ricky Gardner
Bedford County Sheriff’s Office
(540) 586-4800

Board Proxy:
Chief Jeffrey W. Faries
Colonial Heights Police Department
(804) 520-9311
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In FY2016 —
106 Member Agencies

17,786 Sworn Personnel Served
108 Officers and Personnel Trained

6,461 Intelligence Database Inquiries
4,480 Intelligence Database Hits

691 Requests for Information on 4,891 Targets
975 Analytical and Forensic Products Delivered

52,858 Bulletins and Special Reports Disseminated
245 Pieces of Investigative Equipment Loaned

$59,300 in Narcotics Seized

Virginia Leadership for ROCIC
In addition to federal monitoring, ROCIC is governed by a board of 
directors composed of an elected member and a proxy from each of the 
14 states in the ROCIC region. In Virginia, these leadership positions 
are held by:

Patrick County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Marijuana Grow Operation: The ROCIC intelligence research staff 
provided enough reliable information to the Patrick County Sheriff’s 
Office (PCSO) to lead to an indictment against a suspect believed to 
be responsible for the largest known outdoor marijuana grow ever 
discovered in Virginia. The PCSO was tipped off by a local hunter whose 
trail camera had recorded a Hispanic male carrying items in a rural part 
of the mountains. A lengthy surveillance operation was mounted, and 
deputies discovered an elaborate trail system and, with the assistance of 
a U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration helicopter, several marijuana 
grow sites. In a coordinated effort, personnel from the PCSO, the 
Virginia State Police, and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 



Testimonials
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“ROCIC is an excellent resource that 
greatly aids law enforcement agencies 
in solving crimes and bringing criminals 
to justice.”

—Henry County Sheriff’s Office

“ROCIC’s available resources continue 
to be an invaluable asset to our agency.”

—Accomack County Sheriff’s Office

Explosives discovered 35 grow sites built on makeshift terraces, 
containing more than 30,000 marijuana plants, a camp/kitchen 
area, and a gravity -fed watering system. The street value of the 
marijuana was approximately $30 million. The main suspect, 
a 38- year- old man from North Carolina who was positively 
identified by a deputy on the surveillance team, is known to be 
involved in a larger criminal network of Mexican drug cartel 
activity in Patrick County. The agency is actively working with 
North Carolina law enforcement officials to locate the suspect. 
A felony warrant for the manufacture of marijuana awaits his 
arrest.

Augusta County Sheriff’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Multiple Homicides: Through the use of sophisticated surveillance equipment borrowed and technical advice 
offered from the ROCIC equipment staff, the Augusta County Sheriff’s Office solved a 13 -year -old cold 
homicide case, plus a more current case, and removed a dangerous predator from the streets. The suspect was 
charged with the first -degree murder of his wife in 2003, and a murder charge for the killing of his girlfriend 
five years later is imminent. The suspect was first developed when the body of his wife, with multiple gunshot 
wounds, was recovered in West Virginia. Several investigative leads were pursued but probable cause for arrest 
could not be established and the case went cold. Then in 2008 the suspect’s girlfriend at the time vanished. The 
case was investigated as a homicide even though no body was found. That case eventually went cold. In 2014, 
the suspect strangled a female acquaintance into unconsciousness. He was arrested for attempted murder, 
but that case fell apart for a variety of reasons. An informant came forward and offered to work undercover. 
Fearing for his safety, authorities decided not to allow him to wear recording equipment. At the investigator’s 
request and with the permission of the sheriff and the prosecutor, ROCIC was consulted to develop a strategy 
to use the equipment effectively and also ensure the safety of the informant. This strategy was deployed. 
The suspect conversed with the informant and became comfortable with him, eventually confessing not only 
to killing his wife but also to killing his missing girlfriend. A killer has been removed from the streets, a 
development not likely possible without ROCIC assistance, the investigator noted.

Leesburg Police Department
Information Sharing Services
Armed Robbery: A wanted bulletin disseminated by ROCIC at the request of the Leesburg Police Department 
helped to facilitate the arrests of two armed robbery suspects who are now in custody in West Virginia, 
awaiting prosecution and extradition to Virginia and Maryland. The Leesburg Police Department developed 
two persons of interest in armed hotel robberies in Leesburg who were also believed to be involved in 
similar robberies in West Virginia and Maryland. With a possible getaway vehicle description taken from 
surveillance, a detective began searching prior database contacts and found a possible match. A vehicle bearing  
West Virginia tags that had been involved in a shoplifting case was being investigated by a Leesburg patrol 
officer, and two identified heroin addicts, a male and a female, were suspects. ROCIC disseminated a bulletin 
seeking the male subject’s location. Within 30 minutes, the Martinsburg, West Virginia, Police Department 
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recognized the suspect from a previous arrest and provided an address for the suspect, located the suspect’s 
mother, and obtained his phone number. Through the assistance of the West Virginia State Police and its 
regional narcotics task force, both suspects were located, arrested, and interviewed. The suspects were 
charged with robbery and the use of a firearm in the commission of a felony. Other charges were filed by the 
Frederick County Sheriff’s Office; the Berkeley County, West Virginia, Sheriff’s Office; the West Virginia 
State Police; and the Washington County, Maryland, Sheriff’s Office.

DEA–Roanoke and Bedford County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Heroin Trafficking: The ROCIC intelligence research staff assisted in a surveillance operation that resulted 
in five arrests and subsequent guilty pleas and the largest heroin seizure in Bedford County history. The drug 
bust conducted by the DEA–Roanoke and the Bedford County Sheriff’s Office disrupted a heroin trafficking 
network between Virginia and New Jersey, significantly reducing heroin sales activity in Bedford County and 
Roanoke County. ROCIC real-time response was instrumental in successfully completing the complicated 
surveillance of the main suspect, who had traveled from Virginia, through West Virginia, Maryland, and 
Pennsylvania, while en route to Paterson, N.J. The suspect was interdicted on his return trip to Bedford County 
and found to be in possession of 2,800 baggies of heroin. A state search warrant served at his residence in 
Huddleston revealed evidence leading to the identification and arrests of two coconspirators and financiers of 
the trafficking network. An additional search recovered $4,400 in cash and two handguns, one of them stolen. 
Two more coconspirators were arrested, including one identified through ROCIC records searches who had 
rented vehicles for the heroin shipments. It is believed that the trafficking network distributed a total of 354 
bricks (531 grams) of heroin, which equates to 17,700 dosage units. All five suspects were indicted in U.S. 
District Court in Roanoke and pleaded guilty to conspiracy and drug trafficking charges. One defendant fled 
from Virginia to New Jersey and remains a fugitive wanted by the U.S. Marshals Service.

Stafford County Sheriff’s Office
Specialized Equipment Loans
Narcotics Trafficking: A year-long investigation by the Stafford County Sheriff’s Office of a suspected drug 
distributor involved controlled purchases and the tracking of the suspect’s vehicle using a Global Positioning 
System (GPS) tracking device borrowed from ROCIC’s equipment staff. With probable cause and armed 
with an authorized search warrant, investigators surveiled the target’s residence and conducted a traffic stop 
after he left his residence. Seven baggies of cocaine, two baggies of marijuana, cash, and drug paraphernalia 
were found on his person and in the vehicle and residence. The suspect was arrested and then indicted for 
possession with the intent to distribute a Schedule II narcotic (cocaine) and distribution of cocaine. The 
investigation progressed only through the use of the sophisticated equipment loaned by ROCIC.

Ashland Police Department
Specialized Equipment Loans
Threats and Vandalism: The Ashland Police Department borrowed ROCIC high-tech surveillance equipment 
to document the criminal acts of a stalker in order to charge him with violating a protective order, stalking, and 
felony vandalism. The suspect was a former boyfriend of the victim who had an extensive criminal history 
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and who had threatened the victim with bodily harm and death. He repeatedly vandalized her vehicles. The 
department did not have a low-light surveillance camera so one was borrowed from ROCIC to record both 
the front of her residence and her vehicle from dusk to dawn. The camera provided sufficient evidence to 
arrest the suspect, who is now incarcerated and awaiting trial. In addition to the Ashland police patrols and 
victim services, the victim, who was relieved and grateful, now has another layer of protection—ROCIC.

Henry County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Robbery/Malicious Wounding: The Henry County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO), which routinely uses ROCIC 
resources during criminal investigations, requested information from ROCIC regarding the female accomplice 
of a male suspect who had used a machete to severely wound a man who owed him money for drugs. 
The assailant had been arrested that same day. The ROCIC intelligence research staff quickly provided the 
accomplice’s description, address, phone number, and driver’s license photograph. The investigator obtained 
warrants and contacted the female suspect, and ultimately arrested her.

Henry County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Check Forgery: Within several hours, the ROCIC intelligence research staff provided the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) with a recent and current address for a wanted suspect, who had stolen checks from 
her grandmother and cashed $1,665 worth of them at a local credit union. Twelve indictments had been 
issued for the suspect; six each for forgery and uttering. But deputies could not locate the granddaughter. 
Depleting their crime databases of possible addresses for the suspect, the Henry County deputies contacted 
the ROCIC staff and were provided with an address not found in HCSO files. The deputies responded to the 
address, found the residence empty, and were initially misdirected by a neighbor. Returning to the address, 
the deputies convinced the neighbor to admit that the suspect was in a residence just down the street. The 
suspect was found hiding there and taken into custody.

Wythe County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Identification of Kin: The Wythe County Sheriff’s Office (WCSO) initiated a death investigation regarding a 
deceased adult, found by a neighbor, who had no local family ties and who was not well-known locally. The 
WCSO investigator contacted the ROCIC research intelligence staff and requested information for next-of-
kin notification. The ROCIC staff provided the investigator with out-of-state leads quickly and efficiently. 
Through those leads, the investigator located a brother of the decedent and notified him of the death and later 
provided him with the decedent’s personal property.

Accomack County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Murder/Suicide: The Accomack County Sheriff’s Office investigated a murder/suicide. During the 
investigation, a convenience store video was obtained that showed the suspect at a local store a short time 
before the murder/suicide, and in the company of an unknown individual. Through interviews, a name was 
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obtained for the unknown individual but no other identifying information was immediately available. With 
the assistance of the ROCIC intelligence research staff, and other available resources, the investigators 
obtained additional identifying information and a photo of the subject, which led to the subject being located 
and interviewed.

Harrisonburg Police Department
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Asset Forfeiture: The Harrisonburg Police Department worked a narcotics investigation that involved the 
seizure of marijuana, a 2005 BMW vehicle, and $850 in US currency. The Harrisonburg Police Department 
was having difficulty in determining whether the vehicle had an outstanding lien against it so they could move 
forward with forfeiture. The vehicle was titled through Indiana. A request was sent to the ROCIC intelligence 
research staff to determine whether additional vehicle and owner information could be located. Within one 
day, the ROCIC staff returned a full Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) profile on the vehicle, including 
lien-holder information. The Harrisonburg officers were able to make a timely decision as to whether or not 
to hold the vehicle. In addition, the ROCIC staff provided a suspect profile on the owner of the vehicle.

Accomack County Sheriff’s Office
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Disposition of Deceased: The Accomack County Sheriff’s Office conducted an investigation relating to 
an unclaimed deceased body recovered in Accomack County. Assistance was requested from the ROCIC 
intelligence research staff in an attempt to identify any next of kin and previous and current addresses of the 
deceased. The ROCIC staff provided contact information for an estranged wife and a daughter in New York, 
who were interviewed by investigators. Although neither of the individuals made claim to the deceased’s 
remains, the interviews assisted in the closure of the case and provided for final disposition arrangements for 
the deceased. 

Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Officer Safety: The Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR) requested assistance 
from the ROCIC intelligence research staff in obtaining DMV identification for an individual who was a 
hotline complainant and had requested a meeting with SIGAR investigators. As a practice, in the interest 
of agent safety, SIGAR investigates complainants prior to meeting with them. A possible similar-name hit 
at the Terrorist Screening Center had been made, and there was little identification information available 
through traditional resources such as Citizen Law Enforcement Analysis and Reporting. With the information 
provided by ROCIC, agents eliminated the individual as a possible terrorist. The identification information 
led to a successful meeting, which may result in an excellent intelligence source for both current cases and 
potential future cases.
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U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command
Criminal Intelligence Unit
Officer Safety: Over the past year, the US Army, Criminal Investigation Command, Major Procurement 
Fraud Unit (MPFU), in Virginia has submitted multiple requests to the ROCIC intelligence research staff for 
DMV photos and background criminal history information that have resulted in the positive identification of 
at least ten MPFU investigative subjects. In addition, the background criminal history provided by ROCIC 
has positively contributed to the safety of MPFU case agents through situational awareness of potentially 
dangerous subjects and witnesses.


